
WAIKATO REGIONAL COUNCIL 
 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Waikato Regional Council held in the Council Chambers, 
Waikato Regional Council office, 401 Grey Street, Hamilton East at 1.05 pm on Thursday 29 
March 2012.  
 
 
MEMBERS: Cr PR Buckley (Chairman), Cr AI Armstrong, Cr NW Barker,  

Cr LB Burdett, Cr SP Friar, Cr J Hennebry, Cr ST Kneebone,  
Cr PM Legg, Cr LA Livingston, Cr PA Southgate, Cr TM Stark.  
 
 

STAFF: Chief Executive (RF Laing),  Group Manager River and Catchment 
Services (DS Fowlds), Group Manager Corporate Services (J Stewart), 
Group Manager Finance (M Garrett), Group Manager Transport and 
Policy (V Payne), Group Manager Land and Water Initiative (RA 
Petch), Council Secretary (D Snape) 

APOLOGIES: Cr R Rimmington (leave of absence) 

 
 Accepted 

 
 Leave of Absence  
  

 
 

 Cr Friar moved/Cr Hennebry seconded. 
 

WRC12/64 THAT leave of absence be granted to Cr Stark for the period 16 – 18 
April 2012 inclusive. 
 

The motion was put and carried (WRC12/64) 
 
 

 
 Confirmation of Agenda  
 (Agenda Item 1) 

 
Cr Kneebone moved/Cr Friar seconded. 
 

WRC12/65 THAT the agenda of the meeting of the Waikato Regional Council of 29 
March 2012, as circulated, be confirmed as the business for the 
meeting.  
 
 

The motion was put and carried (WRC12/65) 
 
 

 Disclosures of Interest 
  (Agenda Item 2) 

 
There were no disclosures of interest. 
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  Confirmation of Minutes 
 
 
  Minutes - Council Meeting – 23 February 2012 

File: 03 04 02 (Agenda Item #3.1) 

 
Cr Livingston moved/Cr Hennebry seconded. 
 

WRC12/66 THAT the Minutes of the Council Meeting of 23 February 2012 be 
approved as a true and correct record. 
 
 

 The motion was put and carried (WRC12/66) 
 
 

Cr Hennebry noted that the Deputy Chief Executive had not reported back to 
Council on any other efficiencies identified in the review of the Standing 
Committees. It was noted that the Regional Public Transport Committee is 
under review.  
 
The CEO reported that the Council’s resolutions in respect of a review of 
committees had been reported back to the Councillor and that no further staff 
action was to take place. 
 
The CEO said that if Cr Hennebry wished to further her thoughts regarding 
committee efficiencies, Cr Hennebry should have discussed this with the 
Deputy Chief Executive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 Minutes - Council Meeting – 21 March 2012 

File: 03 04 02 (Agenda Item #3.2) 

 
Cr Burdett moved/Cr Livingston seconded. 
 

WRC12/67 THAT the Minutes of the Council Meeting of 21 March 2012 be approved 
as a true and correct record. 
 
 

 The motion was put and carried (WRC12/67) 
 
 

 
  Committees Reporting to Council 
 
 
 Minutes - Hearings Appointment Subcommittee – 23 February 2012 

File: 03 02 40  (Agenda Item #4.1) Docs#2137755 

 
  

Chairman Buckley presented the following report to Council of the Hearings 
Appointment Subcommittee dated 23 February 2012. 
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HEARINGS APPOINTMENT SUBCOMMITTEE 
 

Report of the Hearings Appointment Subcommittee of the Waikato Regional Council held in 
the Councillors’ lounge, Waikato Regional Council office, 401 Grey Street, Hamilton East at 
9.30am on Thursday, 23 February 2012. 
 
MEMBERS: Cr PR Buckley, Cr SP Friar, Cr LA Livingston, Cr PA Southgate 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Cr PM Legg 

 
STAFF: Manager, Statutory Processes (ME Poole) 

 
 

Confirmation of Agenda 
(Agenda Item 1) 

 
Cr Friar moved/Cr Livingston seconded 
 

HAS12/03 RESOLVED 
THAT the agenda of the Hearings Appointment Subcommittee of 
23 February 2012 as circulated be confirmed as the business for the 
meeting. 
 

The motion was put and carried (HAS12/03) 

 
 
Disclosures of Interest 
(Agenda Item 2) 

 
There were no disclosures of interest noted. 
 
 

SECTION A:  (UNDER DELEGATION FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL) 
 
Proposed Resource Consent Hearings – March/April 2012 
File: 03 02 40 (Agenda Item 3) Doc: 2123325 

 
It was noted that, subject to timing/availability and any relevant case specific 
constraints, consideration should be given to appointing one or more accredited 
Councillors to resource consent hearing panels. 
 
Cr Friar moved/Cr Southgate seconded 
 

HAS12/04 RESOLVED that the report “Proposed Resource Consent Hearing – March 
2012 (Doc 2123325 dated 27 January 2012) be received. 

 
The motion was put and carried (HAS12/04) 
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Cr Livingston moved/Cr Friar seconded 

 
HAS12/05 RESOLVED 

 
That a Hearing Committee be established in terms of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 to hear and decide the following application for 
resource consent, together with all the ancillary powers under the Act: 
 
Glen Mor Limited (Application 123621) – discharge [to air] from a meat 
chicken farm near Te Aroha with the sole Independent Hearing 
Commissioner B Graham. 

 
The motion was put and carried (HAS12/05) 

 
 

Cr Livingston moved/Cr Southgate seconded 
 

HAS12/06 RESOLVED 
 

That a Hearing Committee be established in terms of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 and s28 of the Waikato-Tainui Raupatu Claims 
(Waikato River) Settlement Act 2010 to hear and decide the following 
application for resource consent, together with all the ancillary powers 
under the Act: 
 
Genesis Energy Limited (Applications 123641-123648) for the ongoing 
operation of the Huntly Power Station with the Hearing Committee to 
comprise Commissioners R van Voorthuysen (proposed as the jointly 
appointed Chairperson) and T Broad (as the WRC appointee), and that the 
appointment of Commissioner T Wilson (as the WRA appointee) be noted. 
 

The motion was put and carried (HAS12/06) 

 
 
 
 
Meeting closed 9.40am 
Doc: 2137755 

 
  

 
 

* * * * * 
Return to report of Council meeting 29 March 2012 
Report of the Hearings Appointment Subcommittee 23 February 2012 
 
 

Cr Livingston moved/Cr Friar seconded. 
 

WRC12/68 THAT the decisions contained in Section A of the report of the Hearings 
Appointment Subcommittee held 23 February 2012 be noted. 
 

The motion was put and carried (WRC12/68) 
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 Minutes - Hearings Appointment Subcommittee – 13 March 2012 
File: 03 02 40  (Agenda Item #4.1.1) Docs#2148945 

 
  

Chairman Buckley presented the following report to Council of the Hearings 
Appointment Subcommittee dated 13 March 2012. 
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HEARINGS APPOINTMENT SUBCOMMITTEE 
 
 

Report of the Hearings Appointment Subcommittee of the Waikato Regional Council held in 
the Councillors Lounge, Waikato Regional Council office, 401 Grey Street, Hamilton East at 
9.35am on 13 March 2012. 
 
MEMBERS: Cr PR Buckley, Cr SP Friar, Cr LA Livingston, Cr PA Southgate 

 
STAFF: Consented Sites (B Sinclair), Manager, Statutory Processes 

(ME Poole), Committee Administrator (M Ahipene) 
 

 
Confirmation of Agenda 
(Agenda Item 1) 

 
Cr Livingston moved/Cr Friar seconded 
 

HAS12/07 THAT the agenda of the Hearings Appointment Subcommittee of 13 March 
2012 as circulated be confirmed as the business for the meeting. 
 

The motion was put and carried (HAS12/07) 

 
 
Disclosures of Interest 
(Agenda Item 2) 

 
There were no disclosures of interest noted. 
 
 

SECTION A:  (UNDER DELEGATION FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL) 
 
 
Proposed Resource Consent Hearing – March 2012 
File: 03 02 40 (Agenda Item 3) Doc: 2142379 

 
It was noted that Council, via the River and Catchment Services and Biosecurity 
Groups, is a submitter to the Balle Bros Growers Limited application.  The 
appointment of accredited Councillors to the proposed hearing panel was 
therefore considered inappropriate (conflict of interest). 
 
Cr Livingston moved/Cr Friar seconded 
 

HAS12/08 RESOLVED 
1. That the report “Proposed Resource Consent Hearing – March 2012 

(Doc 2142379 dated 2 March 2012) be received. 
 
2. That a Hearing Committee be established in terms of the Resource 

Management Act 1991 and s28 of the Waikato-Tainui Raupatu Claims 
(Waikato River) Settlement Act 2010 to hear and decide the following 
application for resource consent together with all the ancillary 
powers under the Act: 
 

Balle Bros Growers Ltd (Applications 122253-122255 & 122257), for 
water take/use from Lake Waikare and the Waikato River with the 
Hearing Committee to comprise Commissioners P Mitchell 
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(proposed as the jointly appointed Chairperson) and M Parsonson 
(as the WRC appointee), and that the appointment of N Manukau (as 
the WRA appointee) be noted. 
 

The motion was put and carried (HAS12/08) 

 
 
 
 

Meeting closed 9.45am. 
 
 
 
Doc: 2148945 

 
 

* * * * * 
 
Return to report of Council meeting 29 March 2012 
Report of the Hearings Appointment Subcommittee 13 March 2012 

 
 

Cr Livingston moved/Cr Friar seconded. 
 

WRC12/69 THAT the decisions contained in Section A of the report of the Hearings 
Appointment Subcommittee held 13 March 2012 be noted. 
 

The motion was put and carried (WRC12/69) 

 
 
  

 
 Minutes – Regional Transport Committee – 5 March 2012 

File: 03 04 11 (Agenda Item #4.2) Docs#2137517 

 
Cr Barker presented the following report to Council of the Regional Transport 
Committee dated 5 March 2012. 
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REGIONAL TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 
 
 
Report of the Regional Transport Committee of the Waikato Regional Council held in the 
Council Chamber, Waikato Regional Council office, 401 Grey Street, Hamilton East at 
10:00am on Monday 5 March 2012 
 
 
PRESENT: Waikato Regional Council 

Cr NW Barker (Chair) 
 Hamilton City Council 

Cr D Macpherson 
 Hauraki District Council 

Mayor J Tregidga 
 Matamata District Council 

Mayor H Vercoe 
 Otorohanga District Council 

Cr M Baxter 
 South Waikato District Council 

Mayor N Sinclair 
 Taupo District Council 

Cr B Hickling 
 Thames Coromandel District Council 

Cr P French 
 Waikato District Council 

Mayor A Sanson 
 Waipa District Council 

Cr G Webber 
 Waitomo District Council 

Mayor B Hanna 
 New Zealand Transport Agency 

HW Wilson 
 Access and Mobility  

G Pomeroy 
 Cultural representative  

W Puke 
 Economic Development  

S Tritt 
 Environmental Sustainability  

J Bailey 
 Health representative  

B Garbutt 
STAFF: 
 

Group Manager – Policy & Transport (V Payne), Programme 
Manager Transport Policy (B McMaster), Committee Administrator (D 
Atkinson) 
 

APOLOGIES: Councillor PA Southgate (Waikato Regional Council), Mayor J 
Hardaker (Hamilton City Council), Mayor G Leach (Thames 
Coromandel District Council), Councillor CS Blackler (Otorohanga 
District Council), L Tooman (Safety and Personal Security 
representative) 

Accepted 
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Report of Regional Transport Committee 5 March 2012 – page 2 
 

Confirmation of Agenda 
(Agenda Item 1) 

 
Chair moved /Mayor Hanna seconded 
 

RTC12/1 THAT the agenda of the Regional Transport Committee of Monday, 5 
March 2012 be confirmed as the business for the meeting. 

 
The motion was put and carried (RTC12/1). 

 
 
  Disclosures of Interest 
 
  There were no disclosures of interest 
   
   

SECTION A:  (UNDER DELEGATION FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL) 
 
 
Regional Land Transport Programme 2012/13-14/15 Update 
File: 03 04 11, (Agenda Item 3) 

 
As all members of the Regional Land Transport Programme Hearing 
Committee were also members of this Committee, the Chair advised the item 
would take the form of a presentation only from the RLTP Project Manager  
(N King). 
 
Chair moved/Cr French seconded 
 

RTC12/2 THAT the report “Regional Land Transport Programme 2012/13-14/15 
Update” (Doc #2129197 dated 20 February 2012) be received for 
information. 
 

The motion was put and carried (RTC12/2). 

 
 
 
Road Safety Update 
File: 03 04 11, (Agenda Item 4) 

 
The purpose of this item presented by Travel Behaviour Change Coordinator 
(J Carling) was to update the Committee on road safety issues, trends and 
current matters.  The report provided an update on the current national and 
regional road tolls, outlined the latest national developments in road safety 
and overviewed some road safety initiatives being undertaken by road safety 
partners.   
During the presentation, questions and answers the Committee noted or 
discussed. 

 The National road toll for 2011 was 284 compared with 375 in 2010, 
384 in 2009 and 366 in 2008.  The last time the National Road toll was 
below 300 was in 1952 when it was 272. 

 The 2011 road toll for the Waikato Region (which now includes part of 
the former Franklin District) is 65 deaths.  This forms 22% of the 
national road toll.  Previously the Waikato Region consistently 
contributed 17-18% of the national total. 
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Report of Regional Transport Committee 5 March 2012 – page 3 

 Regionally the biggest year on year reductions have occurred in 
Otorohanga, Waitomo and Matamata Piako Districts. 

 On 27 February 2012 new Class 1 (car) restricted and full driver 
licence tests came into effect and changes will also be introduced to 
the Class 6 (motorcycle) licencing system. 

 Legislation to modernise and simplify the road user charges system 
has been passed.  The new legislation will take effect from 1 August 
2012. 

 The next action plan for the Safer Journeys strategy needs to be 
agreed during 2012.  The Government will be able to choose from a 
number of cost effective options.  There is deemed to be scope for 
further cost-effective measures in the areas of roads, vehicles, speed 
and alcohol. 

 Hamilton is high in crash statistics incidence and this will be 
considered during the 2012 review of the Regional Road Safety 
Strategy. 

 A discussion of the current Public Holiday Weekend “no tolerance” 
speed limit campaign and whether or not the Committee should take a 
stance on the issue becoming a permanent measure, developed into a 
wider discussion on speed limits and enforcement practices on State 
Highways and local roads.  It was agreed that the matter of speed 
limits within the region would be considered at a future meeting when 
the Safety and Personal Security representative is present.  This 
consideration would also include the current Public Holiday Weekend 
“no tolerance” speed limit campaign.  An offer by HW Wilson (NZ 
Transport Agency) to provide a general report on speed to assist the 
Committee in this matter was accepted. 

 
  S Tritt moved/Cr French seconded 
 
RTC 12/3 THAT the report “Road Safety Update” (Doc #2129205 dated 5 March 

2012) be received for information. 
 

The motion was put and carried (RTC12/3). 

 
 
NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) Update 
File: 03 04 11, (Agenda item 5) 

 
The purpose of this item jointly presented by HW Wilson, A Fitzwater and A 
McKillop (NZTA) was to advise and update the Committee on NZTA projects.  
During the presentation, related questions, answers and discussion the 
Committee noted or considered. 
 
 

B Garbutt (Health Representative) in meeting at 10.30pm 
 
 
Overview 

 HW Wilson Waikato/Bay of Plenty Regional Director has recently been 
involved in a Wellington based project about access to the Land 
Transport System.   

 Transport is largely business as usual with the GPS not likely to 
change significantly with a key plank being the Roads of National 
Significance.  Expenditure for the transport rebuild of Christchurch will 
be capped at $50M per annum from the National Land Transport Fund. 
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Report of Regional Transport Committee 5 March 2012 – page 4 

 Of concern is input prices rising and fuel revenue falling.  An excise tax 
increase is a possibility. 

 
Give Way Rule Change  

 Two Give Way rules are changing at 5.00am on 25 March 2012. 

 These changes will affect all drivers, riders, pedestrians and cyclists. 

 A $1.2M nationwide campaign promoting the changes will commence 
on 15 March, ten days prior to the “go live” date and continue until 1 
April 

 
Driver Licencing Testing 

 A longer and more challenging restricted driving practical test came 
into effect on 27 February 2012. 

 The changes aim to improve the safety of young and novice drivers. 
 
Disappointment was expressed by a number of members regarding the 
availability of testing facilities for full and restricted licences under changes to 
the licencing system introduced on 27 February.  It was noted that residents of 
towns such as Matamata, Paeroa and Cambridge will now have to travel away 
from their own community to be tested.  It was further suggested that the 
increased level of expense involved may actually prove a deterrent to people 
taking the next step to achieving a full licence.  HW Wilson (NZTA 
representative) indicated the testing facilities had been approved by NZTA 
after careful analysis to establish a range of sites where appropriate driving 
and traffic conditions were generally available.  
 
State Highway Update 
Progress was reported on the following Waikato Expressway projects: 

 Taupiri Link (completed) – cost $7Million 

 Ngaruawahia section earthworks are progressing well with completion 
expected late 2013 

 Te Rapa section (Avalon Drive) (Horotiu Interchange) 
It was also noted an information day had been held at Tamahere and the 
Expressway now has a Facebook Page. 
 
Other State Highway Projects reported on were: 

 Tatuanui Roundabout (completed) 

 Atiamuri Bridge Replacement (commenced January 2012) 

 Kopu Bridge (official opening 10 September 2011) 
 
The Committee noted: 

 The Atiamuri Bridge replacement includes provision of facilities for the 
use of pedestrians and cyclists. 

 Mayor Vercoe advised the Tatuanui Roundabout project had originally 
included an adjacent discharge facility for stock truck effluent.  This 
had not yet been built and should be proceeded with as soon as 
possible.  HW Wilson (NZTA) undertook to investigate this matter and 
return. 

 Discussions are presently being held between NZTA, NZ Historic 
Places Trust, Thames Coromandel District Council and Hauraki District 
Council as to the future of the old Kopu Bridge and responsibility for 
ongoing maintenance costs. 
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Report of Regional Transport Committee 5 March 2012 – page 5 

 Cr DG Macpherson raised the matter of alignment of completion dates 
for the Huntly Bypass and the Hamilton Bypass.  Hamilton City Council 
believes the Hamilton Bypass should be completed prior to the Huntly 
bypass.  NZTA has stated they will be completed at the same time.  
This is not reflected in progress guides and similar.  HW Wilson 
undertook to return to the Committee on this matter. 

 Mayor Vercoe expressed appreciation to NZTA that agreement had 
been reached to site the Expressway interchange for traffic coming 
from the east in the Ruakura area in the vicinity of Waverly Road. 

 
 
Development of next 2012/2015 National Land Transport Programme (NLTP) 
 
A McKillop advised the 2012/2015 National Land Transport Programme is due 
to be released in September 2012.  It will focus on; 

 Delivering committed projects.  

 Working closely with approved organisations to ensure the NLTP fits 
within GPS funding.  There is tension in some areas related to local 
road maintenance. 

 NZTA will be providing early signals of funding allocations. 
 
W Puke moved/ Cr Webber seconded 
 

RTC12/4 THAT the reports “NZ Transport Agency Update” and “Waikato 
Transport Committee NZTA Quarterly Report” (Docs #2129205 and 
2138000 dated 5 March 2012) be received for information. 

The motion was put and carried (RTC 12/4). 

 
 
 
NZ Transport Agency Transport Planning Review 
File: 03 04 11, (Agenda item 6) 

 
The purpose of this item presented by Programme Manager Transport Policy 
(B McMaster) was to inform the Committee of the current review of transport 
planning being undertaken by NZTA.  During the presentation the Committee 
noted:- 

 The review is being undertaken to “improve the effectiveness and 
efficiency of integrated planning to enable investment in the right 
solutions”. 

 NZTA internal planning practices as well as transport sector issues will 
be addressed. 

 A draft interim findings report was released in January 2012. 
Key Issues are: 

 Lack of agreed integrated long term national strategic direction and 
desired outcomes that drive both national and regional planning. 

 Lack of alignment between key NZ planning statutes (LTMA, RMA 
LGA).  Reforms are imminent. 

 Some tools for implementing development are ineffective and need to 
be complemented with new tools. 

 Roles of organisations in transport planning. 
Where to from here 

 February – Development of the interim findings report, 
consultation/engagement with key stakeholders, linking up with other 
NZTA business improvement projects and wider government reforms. 

 March – Workshop with stakeholders to develop a suite of solutions. 
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Report of Regional Transport Committee 5 March 2012 – page 6 

 April – Review/confirm proposals and develop business case. 

 May/June – Final reporting and sign off actions. 
 
Mayor Hanna moved/S Tritt seconded 
 

RTC12/5 THAT the report “NZ Transport Agency Transport Planning Review” (Doc 
#2129839 dated 20 February 2012) be received for information. 

The motion was put and carried (RTC 12/5). 

 
 
 
Joint Officials Group (JOG) Rail Update 
File:03 04 11, (Agenda Item 7) 

 
The purpose of this item presented by T Hodder (KiwiRail) was to provide the 
Committee with an update on Joint Officials Group (JOG) rail projects.  During 
the presentation, questions, answers, and discussion the committee noted or 
considered: 

 Waikato JOG Rail projects totalling $13M have been approved for the 
following projects and benefits. 

 

Project Benefit 

Crossing Loops Increased network capacity/improved 
timekeeping 
 

Level crossings/trespass/ALCAM Safety 
 

Cambridge line upgrade Increased locomotive payload 
 

Speed restriction removal  Improved timekeeping/fuel reduction 
 

Kinleith and Te Rapa freight 
terminals 

Modal shift 

 
The following new crossing loops have been provided or are in progress 

 Ruakura and Motumaoho completed 

 Eureka - trackwork completed. Signals work (including barrier arms on 
Waverly Road) underway for completion in July 2012. 

 Tamihana – revised trackwork to provide two kilometre loop and better 
path for ECMT trains.  Civil works commenced for planned completion 
in September 2012. 

 Apata (Omokoroa) revised scope one kilometre loop in association 
with new bridge and slight track realignment (KiwiRail funded).  
Completion planned for October 2012. 

 
The Committee was advised that the Tokoroa container transfer siding 
($700,000), Kinleith public siding ($50,000) and Te Kuiti siding upgrade 
($600,000) projects will now not proceed and the funding shifted to the 
Tamihana passing loop.   In addition the Kinleith public siding will be upgraded 
at a cost of approx $235,000. 
 
In response to a question T Hodder advised that there were no plans to do 
any works on the ECMT in Hamilton for the purpose of reducing traffic 
congestion at the Grey Street and Peachgrove Road level crossings.  There is 
also no proposal to alter timetables to achieve the same purpose. 

 



Report of Council Meeting  29 March 2012        14 
 
Report of Regional Transport Committee 5 March 2012 – page 7 

T Hodder undertook to investigate barrier arm maintenance in Collins Road 
Hamilton in the context of a recent incident at the Collins Road level crossing. 
 
 
P French moved/S Tritt seconded 
 

RTC12/6 THAT the report “Joint Officials Group (JOG) Rail Update” (Doc 
#2129843 dated 20 February 2012) be received for information. 

The motion was put and carried (RTC 12/6). 

 
 
 
Public Transport Report 
File: 03 04 11, (Agenda Item 8) 

 
The purpose of this item was to update the Committee on public transport 
matters of interest by way of a summary report on matters considered at the 
previous Public Transport Committee meeting.  The Committee noted: 

 The service level agreement between Hamilton City Council and 
Waikato Regional Council provides the opportunity to achieve 
assurance on all issues 

 Mayor Tregidga indicated he was of the opinion the Hauraki/Thames 
Coromandel Transport Coordinator project may need longer than the 
twelve months trial period.  It had already highlighted issues there was 
no awareness of.  The focus of the trial is on getting hospital 
appointments attended which has the potential to generate significant 
savings.  The intention must be for the project to be a forerunner for 
other areas. 

 
Mayor Vercoe out of meeting at 11.47am 

 
G Pomeroy moved/Cr B Hickling seconded 
 

RTC12/7 THAT the report “Public Transport Report” (Doc #2130509 dated 10 
February 2012) be received for information. 

 
The motion was put and carried (RTC12/7) 

 
 
 
Programme Manager’s Transport Projects Update 
File: 03 04 11, 21 20 70 (Agenda Item 9) 

 
The purpose of this item presented by Programme Manager Transport Policy 
(B McMaster) was to provide the Committee with an update on the progress of 
key projects and emerging priorities. 
During the presentation, questions, answers and subsequent discussion the 
Committee noted: 

 There is currently a lot happening in transport at Government level 
(LTMA). 

 Concern was expressed that proposals to reduce the timeframes in 
strategic documents may result in less being achieved rather than 
more.  The RLTS has a 30 year timescale and much of the content of 
that document may not fall within the scope of an alternative 10 year 
document. Without adequate lead in time and preparation it may not 
be possible to adequately prioritize resources.   

 



Report of Council Meeting  29 March 2012        15 
 
Report of Regional Transport Committee 5 March 2012 – page 8 

 The point was also made that the basis for future planning may need 
greater size to underpin development i.e. the Upper North Island 
Strategic Alliance.  A view was also expressed that the development of 
the Upper North Island Strategic Alliance needed to be undertaken 
with openness and transparency.  The committee expressed a desire 
that a letter be prepared and sent to appropriate agencies in 
Wellington outlining concerns around the possible gap left in 30 year 
regional strategic transport planning should the requirement for 
regional land transport strategies be removed in future legislation 
changes.  NZTA offered to assist. 

 Disappointment was expressed that, despite high level meetings, 
AFFCO was continuing to refuse river bank access at its Horotiu 
property for the Te Awa Cycle Trail. 

 
Mayor Tregidga moved/HW Wilson seconded 
 

RTC12/8 THAT the report “Project Managers Transport Projects Report” (Doc 
2129213 dated 20 February 2012) be received for information  

The motion was put and carried (RTC 12/8) 

 
 
 
Open Forum 
File: 03 04 11, (Agenda item 10) 

 
Members were invited to indicate their preferences as to the form and content 
of future RTC meetings and activities.  The following views were noted: 

 General support for greater focus on united group advocacy to 
Government which has fallen away since approval was obtained for 
the Waikato Expressway. 

 Support for strengthening collaboration with other agencies/partners 
(including DHBs, Waikato Tainui) on issues of mutual strategic interest 

 Appointed special purpose representatives are focussed on having 
their special interest recognised where it is currently invisible and 
achieving greater all round outcomes (economic/social/health). 

 General support for further RONS but tempered with concerns about 
lack of funds for other projects (including safety).  Hamilton City not 
supportive of new RONS because of lack of funding for other activities. 

 Support for projects being approved with cycling and pedestrian 
facilities as an integral part of project. 

 Need to work outside the square in the area of rural transport(road 
network and accessibility/public transport options). 

 Suggestion of keeping abreast of emerging and likely technological 
developments in transport through appropriate speakers. 

 Suggestion of focussing on one or two things and doing them really 
well, following a strategy led approach. 

 Suggestion of 9.00am start time for meetings. 
 
Chair moved/ Mayor Tregidga seconded 
 

RTC12/9 THAT the report “Open Forum” (Doc 2135679 dated 20 February 2012) be 
received for information. 

 
The motion was put and carried (RTC 12/9) 

 
Meeting closed at 12.35pm 
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* * * * * 
 

Return to report of Council meeting 29 March 2012 
Report of the Regional Transport Committee 5 March 2012 
 
 

Cr Barker highlighted the following points: 
 

 Cr Barker recommended the Expressway Facebook page to Councillors. 

 Atiamuri Bridge replacement is progressing well. 

 Discussions have been held with South Waikato organisations regarding a 
rail passing lane (dynamic passing loop) for Tokoroa but agreement was 
not reached and subsequently the JOG money has been allocated to the 
Tamihana passing loop.  

 
 
Cr Barker moved/Cr Stark seconded. 
 

WRC12/70 THAT the decisions contained in Section A of the report of the Regional 
Transport Committee held 5 March 2012 be noted.   
 
 

  
The motion was put and carried (WRC12/70) 

 
 
 

 Minutes – Regional Public Transport Committee – 5 March 2012 
File: 03 04 21 (Agenda Item #4.3) Docs#2155082 

 
 
Cr Southgate presented the following report to Council of the Regional Public 
Transport Committee dated 5 March 2012.  
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REGIONAL PUBLIC TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 
 
 
Report of the Regional Public Transport Committee of the Waikato Regional Council held in 
the Council Chamber Waikato Regional Council office, 401 Grey Street, Hamilton East at 
1.05pm on Monday 5 March 2012 
 
 
PRESENT: Waikato Regional Council 

Cr RM Rimmington (Chair) 
 Hamilton City sub region 

Cr DL Bell, Cr DG Macpherson 
 East Waikato sub region  

Cr J Barnes 
 North Waikato sub region  

Cr N Smith 
 South Waikato/Taupo/Rotorua sub region 

Cr B Hickling 
 Waipa/Waitomo/Otorohanga sub region 

L Hoverd 
 New Zealand Transport Agency representative 

A McKillop 
 Regional Transport Committee Access and Mobility 

representative 
G Pomeroy 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cr NW Barker, Cr J Hennebry, Cr LA Livingston, Cr T Stark. 
 

STAFF: Group Manager Policy and Transport (V Payne), Programme 
Manager Land Transport Operations (E Swaris), Committee 
Administrator (D Thurlow). 
 
 

APOLOGIES: Cr Southgate (Council business). 
 

Accepted 
 

 
 
  Confirmation of Agenda 

(Agenda Item 2) 

 
Cr Bell moved/Cr Macpherson seconded 
 

RPTC12/1 THAT the agenda of the Regional Public Transport Committee of Monday 
5 March 2012 be confirmed as the business for the meeting with an 
update from staff on rating of passenger transport in Hamilton City. 
 

The motion was put and carried (RPTC12/1) 
 
 
  Disclosures of Interest 
 
  There were no disclosures of interest. 
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SECTION A:  (UNDER DELEGATION FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL) 
 
 
  Patronage Report 
  File: 03 04 21 (Agenda Item 3) 

 
Programme Manager Land Transport Operations (E Swaris) provided the 
Regional Public Transport Committee with an update on the latest patronage 
figures for the Waikato Regional Council contracted passenger transport 
services. 
 
During questions, answers and related discussion the Committee raised or 
noted the following matters: 
 
- Staff advised that the data for January 2012 will be circulated after the 

meeting on 5 March 2012. 
- Feedback from operators indicated that the patronage numbers on 

Christmas day were similar to last year. 
- Concern was expressed, on behalf of Hamilton City Council, in relation to 

the December 2011 figures that indicated the total regional increase was a 
direct result of the rural services.  It was acknowledged that this is positive 
however in terms of the figures for Hamilton City; the increase is not 
enough to keep pace with population growth.  The Regional Public 
Transport Plan that the regional council adopted last year shows targeted 
increases year on year, therefore it is essential that this Committee 
determine how it is going to meet these targets. 

- The level of service increase for advertising in Waikato Regional Council’s 
2012 Long Term Plan was increased from $170,000 to $400,000. 

- Staff advised that the strategic network review will commence this financial 
year and that accessibility mapping will be used to inform the process of 
the review. 

- The reduced patronage for Paeroa in December 2011 relates to the 
decrease in school children using the service due to school holidays. 

- Staff advised that they are still discussing changes to the Leamington 
service, however proposed changes have not been finalised. 

 
 
Cr Hickling moved/Cr Barnes seconded 
 

RPTC12/2 That the report “Patronage Update” (Doc #2073297 dated 8 February 2012) be 
received for information. 

The motion was put and carried (RPTC12/2) 

 
 
 
Programme Manager’s Update 
File: 03 04 21 (Agenda Item 4) 

 
Programme Manager Land Transport Operations (E Swaris) provided the 
Regional Public Transport Committee with a summary of key activities 
undertaken by the Land Transport Operations Programme Team. 
 
During questions, answers and related discussion the Committee raised or 
noted the following matters: 
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- In the short to medium term, there is a target of 36% Farebox recovery, 
beyond that there is an expectation to achieve 40%.  The targets within 
the Waikato Regional Public Transport Plan 2011-2021 are what the New 
Zealand Transport Agency have agreed. 

-  
- Staff explained in response to a members question with regard to PTOM 

that the intention of the new legislation is not to enable cherry picking by 
commercial; operators but rather combine services into groups/packages, 
taking the good with the bad, to enable the overall commerciality for that 
service to be improved.  This enables innovation to be brought into the 
market by the private sector.   
 

- Waikato Regional Council through the PT Plan are responsible for 
determining the Public transport network and potential service packages 
for bus operators. 
 

- Changes to fare concessions /and concessionary fare levels will be 
considered as part of the Strategic Network review process. 
 

- Staff extended “thanks” to Andrew McKillop (NZTA) for his assistance in 
moving the Strategic Network Review project forward from 2012/2013 into 
the current financial year. 
 

- Andrew Wilson from the New Zealand Transport Agency was introduced.  
His role is to manage the day to day activities of public transport in the 
Waikato. 
 

- Members requested figures on the effect of the fare changes from 2 hour 
transfer to the 1 hour transfer.  Staff advised that the Committee’s next 
meeting would be a good time to review how revenue and patronage has 
gone, and how farebox recovery is doing, as it was too early to judge 
impacts at this stage. 

 
Communications Manager (K Bennett) outlined the marketing campaign for 
passenger transport. 
 
During questions, answers and related discussion the Committee raised or 
noted the following matters: 
 
- A HCC member advised that the Orbiter buses had a key message on the 

back that showed the circular route and named the key attractions on that 
route.   
 

- The approval of the branding and design of the Orbiter bus route may 
have been jointly approved by the Waikato Regional Council and Hamilton 
City Council in the past, and therefore HCC member expressed concern 
that they were not consulted.  

-  
It was noted that this agreement only applied when the Orbiter was a trial bus 
service. HCC do not have “grandfather rights” as such, as the service is now 
funded by Waikato Regional Coucil and NZTA without any HCC funding.  It 
was also be noted that the use of the of the bus rears, and the “I’m Driven” 
marketing campaign had been discussed at an officer level between HCC and 
WRC staff prior to introduction in December 2011. 
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- Members advised that the graphic design on the buses looks great. 
 

- The City Explorer is promoted through hotel/motel compendiums, direct 
mail outs and radio advertisements. 
 

- Newspaper advertisements have been run in both the Hamilton and Taupo 
newspapers and media releases have been put out to the local community 
papers with regard to recent network changes .   
 

- Staff undertook to provide Councillor Bell with a copy of the media release. 
 

- A question was raised about the ability for patrons to take dogs on buses.  
Staff advised that guide dogs are the only dogs allowed on buses due to 
Health and Safety reasons. 
 

- The Chartwell/Claudelands timetable makes no reference to accessible 
buses.  Staff advised that this is because the service is a mixture of low 
floor and non-low floor accessible buses..  It is anticipated that at the next 
round of tendering that the fleet will be 100% accessible on the whole 
network. 
 

- Members requested that at the next timetable reprint if it was possible to 
use a wheelchair symbol to denote which services in the timetable were 
accessible. Staff explained that this would reduce flexibility in service 
operation. 
 
A HCC member asked if staff should examine evening services (Night 
Rider) not being a separate service as such, but rather an extension to the 
day service.  Staff acknowledged that this is one area that will be looked at 
through the network review process. 
 

- Staff were requested by a HCC member to provide an update at the next 
meeting on bike racks on buses. 

 
 
Cr Rimmington moved/Cr Macpherson seconded 
 

RPTC12/3 That the report “Programme manager’s Update” (Doc #2136282 dated 22 

February 2012) be received for information. 
 

The motion was put and carried (RPTC12/3) 

 
 
Operative Waikato Public Transport Plan 2011-21 
File: 03 04 21, (Agenda Item 5) 

 
 
Programme Manager Transport Policy (B McMaster) presented the Operative 
Waikato Regional Public Transport Plan 2011-2021 to the Committee. 
 
During questions, answers and related discussion the Committee raised or 
noted the following matters: 
 
- It was noted that Matamata has not been included as an area for any 

proposed new service.  Staff advised that the Strategic Network Plan is 
the place to capture and prioritise the needs of the communities. 
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Cr Smith moved/Cr Rimmington seconded 
 

RPTC12/4 THAT the report “Operative Waikato Regional Public Transport Plan” (Doc 

#2129855 dated 8 February 2012) be received for information. 
 

The motion was put and carried (RPTC12/4) 
 
 
Waikato Regional Council – Draft Long Term Plan 2012-22 Public 
Transport Proposals 
File: 03 04 21, (Agenda Item 6) 
 

 
Programme Manager Transport Policy (B McMaster) provided the Regional 
Public Transport Committee with information on public transport proposals in 
the Waikato Regional Council Draft Long Term Plan 2012-22. 
 
During questions, answers and related discussion the Committee raised or 
noted the following matters: 
 
- In terms of uncertainty around what funding for infrastructure Hamilton City 

Council is able to provide, a Hamilton City Councillor advised that 
Hamilton City Council has funding of $800,000 within its Draft 2012 Long 
Term Plan for sustainable transport initiatives.   

- Discussion ensued about the ability to meet the 7% passenger growth 
target within the operative Waikato Regional Public Transport Plan 
2011-2021. 
 

- The Group Manager Policy and Transport advised that the 7% target sits 
within the Regional Land Transport Strategy and was heavily debated 
during the hearing process.  As part of the debate there were a number of 
riders on that target, one being funding.  In respect to interventions to 
achieve outcomes, page 12 of the Waikato Region Public Transport Plan 
2011-21 outlines priority interventions to achieve passenger transport.  
Concern was expressed that the list of priorities does not add up, however 
it was noted that the list of interventions is not based on priorities but 
rather hierarchies.  The Chairperson advised that the Plan cannot be 
relitigated as the Plan was adopted unanimously by the Committee at its 
last meeting. 
 

- A HCC Member expressed concern that Council is not looking at new 
services for the Rototuna area. It was noted that this was consulted on as 
part of the 2011/2012 Annual Plan process, a total of six (6) submissions 
were received, two in favour, two against and two neutral, therefore there 
was not a high level of demand for such services.  

- The North Waikato member questioned whether this Committee is of real 
value to regional public transport.  Memorandum of Understandings are in 
place with District Councils and provide another avenue for District 
Council’s to feed into public transport.  Therefore it is timely for staff to 
review the structure for this Committee. 
 

- The question was raised whether   the Regional Public Transport 
Committee should be incorporated with the Regional Transport 
Committee? 
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- All members of the Regional Public Transport Committee were given the 
opportunity to express their opinions on whether staff should review the 
most appropriate structure for this Committee.  The majority of members 
expressed that they supported this Committee being combined with the 
Regional Transport Committee.  One member opposed on the basis that 
Hamilton is a young city and it is important not to lose sight of some of the 
opportunities available in Hamilton.  The member also questioned whether 
public transport could be diminished if dealt with at the Regional Transport 
Committee level. 

 
 
Cr Rimmington moved/Cr Smith seconded 
 

RPTC12/5 That the report “Waikato Regional Council – Draft Long Term Plan 2012-
22 Public Transport Proposals (Doc #2129856 dated 22 February 2012) be 
received for information. 
 

The motion was put and carried (RPTC 12/5). 

 
- It was noted that the Chairperson for this Committee is away on Council 

business therefore it would be a good idea if, between now and the next 
meeting, staff could review the structure of this Committee and bring back 
a report to the next meeting. 

- It was further noted that there are some groups within the community that 
this Committee cannot afford to disenfranchise. 

 
Cr Smith moved/Cr Macpherson seconded 
 

RPTC12/5.1 That staff be requested to review the most appropriate structure for the 
Regional Public Transport Committee to provide effective and efficient 
governance of passenger transport in the Waikato Region. 
 

The motion was put and carried (RPTC 12/5.1). 

 
 
 
Update on rating of Passenger Transport in Hamilton City (Late item) 
 
Group Manager Policy and Transport (V Payne) provided an update on 
Waikato Regional Council’s position in the 2012 Long Term Plan on rating of 
Hamilton City residents for public transport.  The Group Manager advised: 
 
- The Waikato Regional Council has not been rating all of Hamilton City for 

public transport. 
- A submission was received by Hamilton City Council a year ago 

requesting that Waikato Regional Council rated all residents in Hamilton 
City. 

- In response to Hamilton City Council’s submission, Waikato Regional 
Council has considered this proposal through its Long Term Plan process. 

- Waikato Regional Council now proposes to rate all properties within 
Hamilton City for public transport. 

- All properties will receive a 20% uniform charge (indirect benefit). 
- Properties within 800m of a residential area will receive at 80% capital 

value based charge (direct benefit). 
- These charges will not increase the amount of money for public transport. 
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- If the amount of money increased for public transport it would act against 
the farebox recovery ratio requirements. 

- Evidence has been presented to this Committee on numerous occasions 
that Waikato Regional Council is meeting its target of providing bus 
services to all residents within 400m of the bus network. 
 

During questions, answers and related discussion the Committee raised or 
noted the following matters: 
 
- It was noted that Hamilton City Council wanted Waikato Regional Council 

to look at both patronage and farebox recovery.  There is the ability to 
submit on this matter through the Long Term Plan process. 

- If Hamilton was to grow, how does the service grow without money?  Staff 
advised that the Strategic Network Review will determine if and where new 
services are to go. 

- The view was expressed that the reason for Hamilton City Council’s 
submission was because it wanted bus services into areas where there 
are people who currently don’t get the service. 

 
 
 
Meeting closed at 3.14pm 
 
 

 
Docs #2155082 

 
 
 

* * * * * 
 

Return to report of Council meeting 29 March 2012 
Report of the Regional Public Transport Committee 5 March 2012 

 
Cr Southgate highlighted the following points: 

 Increasing patronage trend is tracking well. 

 A meeting with Hamilton City Council had discussed levels of 
infrastructure for future developments and the rating split proposed in the 
LTP. 

 The Raglan bus has additional school students using the service and 
recently had to leave students at the bus stop. Discussions are being 
arranged with the Ministries of Education and Transport and a public 
meeting is being arranged.  
 

Arising from discussion it was further noted that: 
 

 Strong statements from the HCC representatives at the meeting in regard 
to the provision of bus services were not reflected in the minutes. 

 Traffic delays on Wairere Drive were noted. Dedicated bus lanes have 
been suggested as a means of improving public transport services. 

 Discussions have been held with the Ministry of Transport and MPs at the 
‘de facto’ school bus services being operated by local government. 

  Deliberations on the Regional Land Transport Plan will be taking place 
the following day and the community concerns noted in the submissions 
will be considered. 
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 Bay of Plenty Regional Council is considering removing their child fare 
discount. 

 A media comment had incorrectly stated that passenger numbers had not 
been increasing over the past three years. The Group Manager Policy and 
Transport will forward the relevant statistics and graphs to the Waikato 
Times correspondent. Cr Hennebry requested that copies be forwarded to 
her also . 

 
 

Cr Southgate moved/Cr Barker seconded. 
 

WRC12/71 THAT the decisions contained in Section A of the report of the Regional 
Public Transport Committee held 5 March 2012 be noted. 
 

 The motion was put and carried (WRC12/71) 
  

 
 
  Minutes – Waikato Civil Defence Emergency Management Group Joint 

Committee – 12 March 2012 
 File: 03 04 18 (Agenda Item #4.4) Docs#2143715 
 
 

 Cr Friar presented the following report to Council of the Waikato Civil 
Emergency Management Group Joint Committee dated 12 March 2012. 
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WAIKATO CIVIL DEFENCE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GROUP 
JOINT COMMITTEE 

 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Waikato Civil Defence Emergency Management Group Joint 
Committee, held in the Council Chambers, Waikato Regional Council, 401 Grey Street, 
Hamilton East at 1.00 pm on Monday 12 March 2012. 
 
 

MEMBERS: Waikato Regional Council 
Cr S Friar  

 Hamilton City Council  
Cr PM Mahood 

 Hauraki District Council  
Mayor JP Tregidga 

 Matamata Piako District Council  
Mayor H Vercoe (Chairman) 

 Otorohanga District Council  
Cr Sue Blackler 
Taupo District Council 
Cr M Downard 
Thames Coromandel District Council 
Cr P French 

 Waikato District Council  
Cr N Smith 

 Waipa District Council  
Cr D Finn 
Waitomo District Council  
Mayor B Hanna 
 
 

  
  
IN ATTENDANCE: Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management 

S Vowles, David Coetzee, National Controller 
 
Waikato Regional Council 
Cr J Hennebry 
 

  
STAFF CEG Chair 

L Cavers 
 
Waikato Regional Council 
Group Manager River and Catchment Services, DS Fowlds, 
Manager, GEMO (A Munro), Team Leader GEMO (L Hazelwood), 
Committee Administrator (D Snape) 

 
 
APOLOGIES 

 
 
Cr Gubb (South Waikato District Council) 

 Accepted 
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 Confirmation of Agenda 
 (Agenda Item 1) 

 
  Cr P French moved/ Cr D Finn seconded 
 

 
CD12/01 THAT the agenda of the Waikato Civil Defence and Emergency 

Management Group of 12 March 2012, with the addition of late items : 
‘shake out’ exercise, and March conference. 
be confirmed as the business for the meeting.   

 
The motion was put and carried (CD12/01) 

 
 
 

 Minutes of Previous Meeting – 28 November 2011 
File:  03 04 18  (Agenda Item 2 ) Docs# 2090390 

 
 
Mayor B Hanna moved/ Cr J Tregidga seconded. 
 

CD12/02 THAT the Minutes of the Waikato Civil Defence Emergency Management 
Group Joint Committee meeting of 28 November 2011 be received and 
approved as a true and correct record, noting that L Cavers is present in 
the capacity of CEG Chair.  
 

 The motion was put and carried (CD12/02) 

 
 
 

 Joint Committee Strategic report  
File:  03 04 19  (Agenda Item 4 ) Docs# 2142116 
 

L Cavers and L Hazelwood made a joint presentation of the report contained 
in the agenda together with a  power point presentation (doc#2141772) aimed at 
providing a reporting structure built around the strategic implementation of the 
2GP. 
 
Arising from discussion it was noted that: 
 

 In terms of the employment relationship, WRC is the employer and as 
such has the ultimate responsibility for the performance of the GEMO. 

 CEG cannot be the employer, but has statutory responsibilities to carry out 
the directions of the Joint Committee.  

 The Service Level Agreement clarifies that the WRC employs the Group 
Controller, who is appointed by the Joint Committee.   

 The Service Level Agreement is to be shown to the Joint Committee Chair 
for overview and brought back to the June meeting of the Joint 
Committee. 

 The CEG minutes are to be included in the Joint Committee agendas. 

 The Group Controller/Manager dual role calls for two different sets of 
skills, which may or may not be held by one person.  

 The chair of the Joint Committee should be involved in the appointment of 
the Group controller position. 

 It is anticipated that a recommendation on the Group controller 
appointment will be brought to the June Joint Committee meeting.  
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 David Coetzee, National Controller, Ministry of CDEM, was welcomed to the 

meeting and commented that the Joint Committee was ‘on the right track’ and 
in line with other councils. In terms of the appointment, it was normal practice 
for the Regional council to make the appointment, but not necessarily to select 
the candidate.  The challenge is to identify the right person for the job, who 
would come ‘at a cost’ because of the skill sets required.  

 
 

Cr S Friar moved/ Cr P Downard seconded. 
 

CD12/03 
 
 

THAT : 
1. The report ‘Joint Committee Strategic report’ (doc# 2142116 dated 2 

March 2012) be received, and 
2. That the Waikato Civil Defence Emergency Management Group 

Joint Committee approves the report format as presented in the 
‘Joint Committee Strategic report’ (doc# 2142116 dated 2 March 
2012). 

 The motion was put and carried (CD12/03) 
 

 
 
 
 
 2011/12 Work Programme and Financial Position update 

File:  03 04 19  (Agenda Item 5) Docs# 2142488 
 

A Munro, GEMO manager, presented the report contained in the agenda and 
a power point presentation ((doc#2141772) listing the key achievements and the 
overall financial position. 
 
Arising from discussion it was noted that: 
 

 The projection for the end of the year is that the Group will be under 
budget slightly (approx $5,000). 

 It was anticipated that budgets would continue to keep in line next year. 

 EMIS is understood to be the major statement for next year’s resilience 
fund applications. The Waikato group has done well in terms of its 
applications and funding received.  

 David Coetzee advised that nationally there is a budget of $850,000 and 
to date applications total $1.1 million. The Ministry will be looking for 
alignments with the national strategy and value for the wider sector.  

 
 

  Mayor B Hanna moved/ Cr D Finn seconded 
 

CD12/04  THAT the report ‘2011/12 work Programme and Financial Position 
Update’ (doc#2142488 dated 12 March 2012) be received for information.  

 
The motion was put and carried (CD12/04) 

 
 

 Ministry of CDEM Update 
File:  03 04 18  (Agenda Item 6)  

 
The representative from the Ministry of Civil Defence, S Vowles, advised that: 

 EMIS is a priority issue at present. 
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 A review on the Christchurch response is due out by the end of June. 

 Monitoring and evaluation on Bay of Plenty has just been completed and a 
report will be provided to the Minister by June/July.  

 Declaration forms are to be issued to all territorial authorities once they 
are received from the Ministry. 

 
The chair commented on the value of the professional knowledge and advice 

 provided by Ms Vowles to the Joint Committee. 
 

 
  Mayor J Tregidga moved/ Mayor J Hardaker seconded 

 
 

CD12/05 THAT the verbal report from the Ministry of Civil Defence be received. 
 

 The motion was put and carried (CD12/05) 

 
 
 

 Amendment to Civil Defence Emergency Management Act 
File:  03 04 18  (Agenda Item 7)  
 

 
L Cavers outlined the letter received from the Ministry of Civil Defence and 
Emergency Management dated 28 February 2012, regarding: 
 

 changes to the Declarations of a state of local emergency and the steps 
needed to be taken by each local authority member.  

 The CDEM Amendment Act section 12 amendment preventing CDEM 
groups from being automatically discharged following triennial elections.  

 
 

  Cr S Blackler moved/ Cr S Friar seconded 
 

CD12/06  THAT the letter from the Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency 
Management dated 28 February 2012 titled ‘Amendment to Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Act’ be received for information. 
 

The motion was put and carried (CD12/06) 
 

  Items for next meeting  
File:  03 04 18  (Agenda Item) 

 
Items noted were: 
 

 CEG meeting minutes 

 Integrated Training Strategy 

 Work programme update and financial position report 

 Service Level Agreement 

 Group Controller appointment 

 Controller DNA 
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 MayorJ Tregidga moved/ Cr D Finn seconded 

 

CD12/07 THAT: 
1. A Group Manager/Group Controller be appointed for the Waikato 

region and that 

2. the Chair of the Waikato Civil Defence Emergency Management 
Group Joint Committee has input into the selection of the Group 
Controller position.  

The motion was put and carried (CD12/07) 
 
 
 

‘Shake out’ education exercise 
Additional Agenda item 

 
P Blewman advised that this is a public education exercise planned for 9.26 
on 26 September 2012 involving one million NZers.   Detailed information will 
be on a ‘shake-out’ website on 26 March 2012, and a CD will be available.  
The public will be directed to their local authority websites. CEG will be 
checking for standardisation of the website information and opportunities to 
promote Grab and Go kits.  
 
 
 
March Conference 
 Additional Agenda item 

 
 Individual Councils may be sending delegates.  It was noted that the 

programme is very similar to a conference just held.  

 
 

  
Meeting closed 2.30 pm 
 

 
* * * * * 

 
Return to report of Council meeting 29 March 2012 
Report of the Waikato Civil Defence Emergency Management Group Joint Committee 12 March 2012 

  
 Cr Friar highlighted the following points: 
 

 Shake-out day is at 9.26 on the 26 September 2012 and information is 
now live on the CDEMG website. 

  
Cr Friar moved/Cr Barker seconded. 

 
WRC12/72 THAT the unconfirmed report of the Waikato Civil Defence Emergency 

Management Group Joint Committee held 12 March 2012 be received 
and the decisions noted.   
 

  
The motion was put and carried (WRC12/72) 
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 It was noted that the CDEMG Joint Committee has made considerable 
 progress since the Ministry of Civil Defence report and Langley Cavers in 
 particular was commended. 

 
 
 

 
 Minutes – Regional Pest Management Committee – 13 March 2012  

File: 03 04 07  (Agenda Item#4.5) Docs#2145846 

 
 

Cr Burdett presented the following report to Council of the Regional Pest 
Management Committee dated 13 March 2012. 
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REGIONAL PEST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 
Report of the Regional Pest Management Committee of the Waikato Regional Council held 
in the Council Chamber, Waikato Regional Council office, 401 Grey Street, Hamilton East at 
10.00am on Tuesday 13 March 2012. 
 
 
MEMBERS: Cr LB Burdett (Chair) 

Cr SP Friar (ex-officio) 
Cr ST Kneebone 
Cr LA Livingston (Deputy Chair) 
Cr RM Rimmington 
Cr PR Buckley (ex-officio) 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Cr J Hennebry and Cr PA Southgate 

 
STAFF: Group Manager Biosecurity-Heritage (J Simmons), Biosecurity 

Operations Manager (PG Russell), Programme Manager -Natural 
Heritage (K Collins), and Committee Secretary (D Thurlow). 

 
 

 
Confirmation of Agenda  
Agenda Item 1 
 
Cr Kneebone moved/Cr Friar seconded 
 

RPC12/1.0 
 
 

THAT the agenda of the Regional Pest Management Committee of 
Tuesday 13 March 2012 be confirmed as the business for the meeting. 

The motion was put and carried (RPC12/1.0) 

 
 
Disclosures of Interest 
Agenda Item 2 

 
There were no disclosures of interest. 
 
 

SECTION B: (FOR RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL) 
 
 

Recommendations from Catchment Liaison Subcommittees 

 Agenda Item 3 

 
The Committee considered the recommendations from the Coromandel 
Liaison Subcommittee meeting held on 15 February 2012. 
 
The Chairperson tabled a report from the Colville Community Board in respect 
to a Coromandel possum control proposal. 
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Cr Burdett moved/Cr Kneebone seconded 
 

RPC12/2.0 That the recommendations from the Coromandel Liaison Subcommittee 
meeting held on 15 February 2012 (Doc # 2130807) be received and the 
decisions made at that meeting noted. 

 
The motion was put and carried (RPC12/2.0) 

 
 

SECTION A: (UNDER DELEGATION FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL) 
 

 
Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Update 

Agenda Item 4 (Doc # 2136568) 

 
 
Biosecurity Officers (W Mead and D Hodges) provided an operational update 
of the key aspects of the pest animal and plant activities contained within the 
Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Plan for the third quarter of 
the financial year. 
 
During questions, answers and related discussion the Committee raised or 
noted the following matters: 
 
- Green thistle beetles eat the leaves on thistle plants completely defoliating 

the plant. 
 
- Chinese privet is a small plant that flowers before Christmas. 
 
- Woolly Nightshade and Privet are spread by birds. 
 
- District councils are no different to any other landowner, therefore when 

plant pests require action from district councils they are put on a 
programme to undertake a certain amount of work each year.  Road 
verges have proved to be difficult for district councils as adjoining 
landowners were previously responsible for the road verge under the 
Noxious Plants Act.  When the Biosecurity Act was enacted in 1993, it 
overturned this, and road verges became the responsibility of the occupier, 
in most cases which is the district council. 

 
- Infestations of Woolly Nightshade and Privet are on the rise. 
 
- A number of people are concerned with the spread of Japanese walnut 

particularly along riparian areas.  Staff advised that a group called ‘Waihi 
Walkways’ has been undertaking control work on Japanese walnut in their 
area. It is locally endemic and is not likely to meet cost benefit criteria to be 
included on the list of pest plants as part of the Regional Pest Management 
Strategy Review. 

 
- Yellow bristle grass will be included on the pest plant list as part of the 

Regional Pest Management Strategy. 
 
- White bryony was brought into New Zealand because it has some 

medicinal properties. 
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- Councillor Southgate noted there are some great plant pest publications 
however they have a limited use if they are not in the public’s hands.  It 
was suggested that there could be some integration with the Enviro 
Schools by teaching children how to identify weeds.  The Committee 
agreed that this was a good idea. 

 
- It was noted that there are increased risks of spreading weeds from one 

area to another given that farming is now very transportable.  Staff 
indicated that it would like to see every farmer in the region have a plant 
pest pack. 

 
- Unfortunately the public generally only contact the Council when pest 

plants start to have an impact. 
 
At this point, Members discussed the tabled item from the Coromandel - 
Colville Community Board noting: 
 
- To be a viable commercial fur operation approximately 25 possums are 

required to make a kilogram, therefore to achieve a 12% RTC would be 
difficult to make a living from. 

- Members queried whether in fact they were being asked to consider 
possum farming in conservation areas. 
 

Staff outlined the process and timelines they are working to noting: 
- For this current financial year Council was due to undertake control work in 

the Manaia area. 
- Staff attended two meetings of the Coromandel -Colville Community Board 

where the Board has expressed its frustration at Council’s approach to 
possum control. 

- It was agreed that funding for this financial year be deferred until next year, 
but agreed to seek quotes for control for the area. 

- Staff will be bringing a report back to the Regional Pest Management 
Committee in June 2012. 
 

In response, the Committee made the following comments: 
- Members indicated that they are not opposed to the community deciding 

how it wants to approach possum control; however the method used has to 
be able to meet Council’s targets both budget and performance. 

- In respect to the Coromandel Liaison Subcommittee’s recommendation 
that the $135,000 in Year 3 for possum control to be reinstated in the 2012 
Long Term Plan the Regional Pest Management Committee advised that 
this matter should be raised in the Subcommittee’s submission to the Long 
Term Plan. 
 

 
Cr Burdett moved/Cr Buckley seconded 
 

RPC12/3.0 
 

THAT the recommendation from the Coromandel Liaison Subcommittee 
(CLSC12/8.3) lay on the table until staff bring back a report to the 
Regional Pest Management Committee in June 2012. 
 

The motion was put and carried (RPC12/3.0) 
 
 
The Biosecurity Officers continued to present their report. 
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During questions, answers and related discussion the Committee raised or 
noted the following matters: 
 
- The Mangatawhiri and Mangatangi areas are being managed by the 

Auckland Council until the respective RPMS’s are reviewed. 
- Funding from the Department of Conservation for possum control is 

uncertain at this stage due to its budget constraints.  Staff advised that in 
order to achieve the required outcomes funding from the Department of 
Conservation is critical. 

 
 
Cr Burdett moved/Cr Rimmington seconded 
 

RPC12/3.1 
 

THAT the report ‘Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational 
Update’ (Doc # 2136568) dated 22 February 2012, be received for 
information. 

The motion was put and carried (RPC12/3.1) 
 

 

Whareorino Collaborative Pest Management 
Agenda Item 5 (Doc # 2140922) 

 
 
Biosecurity Officer (B Bailey) provided an update on progress of the 
collaboration to date and a concept for long term restoration of the whole area. 
 
During questions, answers and related discussion the Committee raised or 
noted the following matters: 
 
- Goat harvesting has been a way for farmers to supplement their income. 
- There is continuing land owner pressure from farmers to cease goat 

harvesting as the benefits of biodiversity are observed. 
 
Cr Burdett moved/Cr Kneebone seconded 
 

RPC12/4.0 
 

THAT the report ‘Whareorino Collaborative Pest Management’ (Docs. 

2140922) dated 1 March 2012 be received for information.  

The motion was put and carried (RPC12/4.0) 
 
 
Halo Project – Five Year Review 
Agenda Item 6 (Doc # 2137855) 

 
Programme Manager -Natural Heritage (K Collins), Biosecurity Officer 
(D Byers) and Biodiversity Restoration Officer (T Balvert) briefed the 
Committee on the status of the Hamilton Halo project and discussed options 
for its future. 
 
During questions, answers and related discussion the Committee raised or 
noted the following matters: 
 
- The Facebook statistics relate to the Halo Facebook page. 
- The Bat Open Day went well with over 300 people in attendance. 
- The annual operational cost of rat control for the Halo project is $200,000. 
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- Hamilton City Council does not provide funding for the project; it assists in 
other ways. 

- The Long tailed bat is indigenous and under threat.  Staff advised that 
there are plans to ensure that this species does not become extinct 
through Project Echo. 

- The Halo Project has attributed to tui sightings all around the region. 
- Members requested that staff update Council’s website with a current 

report. 
- The Committee is proud to be involved in the Halo Project. 
- The Project has resulted in lots of tui sightings but also wider biodiversity 

benefits at large. 
- It was suggested that given the success of Halo that the Project could be 

extended across the region. 
- Staff advised that T Balvert is responsible for the public face of Halo and 

D Byers role is to monitor the outcomes of biodiversity. 
- Staff advised that there is the potential to take the Halo Project out to other 

areas within the region. 
- If the Project is extended Council will need to look at funding options. 

 
 
Cr Burdett moved/Cr Buckley seconded 
 

RPC12/5.0 
 

THAT the report ‘Halo Project – Five Year Review’ (Docs # 2137855) dated 
23 February 2012 be received for information. 

The motion was put and carried (RPC12/5.0). 
 
 

SECTION B:  (FOR RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL) 
 
 
Draft Regional Pest Management Plan Discussion Document 
Agenda Item 7 (Doc # 2137851 & 2113953) 

 
 
Programme Manager Natural Heritage (K Collins) provided an update on the 
Regional Pest Management Strategy review process, particularly the process 
for reporting to committees and for the Committee to provide comment on the 
draft Discussion Document. 
 
During questions, answers and related discussion the Committee raised or 
noted the following matters: 
 
- The Committee endorsed the process for the Draft Regional Pest 

Management Strategy to be released for consultation in March 2013 in 
conjunction with the Draft Annual Plan. 

- Staff noted that under the current definition of ‘destroy’ it is difficult to 
quantify a 99% reduction in plant density. 

- The individual gorse plant can be destroyed by painting the stump. 
- Thistles can be destroyed if you keep mowing them.  This process does 

take time. 
 

The Committee went through the following list of pest plants; 
 

Privet 
 

 

Commented [j1]: Mover, seconder? 
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Discussion ensued by the Committee about whether health based privet 
should be removed from the Strategy entirely, while retaining the requirement 
to control privet on roadsides.  In removing the health based privet rule, 
people might be encouraged to find the real cause of what aggravates their 
health problems.  From the discussion the Committee noted: 
 
- The Waikato Regional Council’s rule for privet is unique when compared to 

Auckland, Bay of Plenty and the Hawkes Bay. 
- Staff advised that this is a Discussion Document that is out for public 

comment. 
- It was noted that during the last review of the Regional Pest Management 

Strategy the Medical Officer of Health indicated that there is no correlation 
between privet and allergies. 

- If the health based rule is removed from the Strategy it will be up to 
submitters to provide sufficient evidence to have it put back in. 

- Privet is a pest plant and is an issue for a number of people. 
- The majority of the Committee were of the opinion that the potential 

changes suggested by staff be included in the Discussion Document for 
public comment including a third note requiring allergy tests. 
 

Cr Friar moved/Cr Livingston seconded 
 

RPC12/6.0 
 THAT the Waikato Regional Council Regional Pest Management Strategy 

Review Issues Discussion Document accept the potential changes for 
Privet outlined in Doc # 2113953 and include the following point: 

1. That an allergy test is required, not just a note from the Doctor. 
 

The motion was put and carried (RPC12/6.0). 

Councillor Rimmington voted against the motion. 
 
Tutsan 
 
The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 
Pampas 
 
The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 
Nodding Thistles 
 
The Committee noted: 
 
- It is important to maintain the gains scenario as a lot of production can be 

lost if thistles get away. 
- The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 

Document. 
 
Ragwort 
 
The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 
Yellow Bristle Grass 
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The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 
Feral Pigs and Deer 
 
The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 
Possums 
 
The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 
Canada Goose 
 
The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 
Wasps 
 
The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 
Ants 
 
The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 
Red Eared Turtles 
 
The Committee noted: 
 
- Nothing predates turtles in NZ. 
- The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 

Document. 
 
Significant Natural Areas 
 
The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 
Hamilton Halo 
 
The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 
Marine Biosecurity 
 
The Committee was happy with the proposed changes in the Discussion 
Document. 
 

Councillor Buckley left the meeting at 12.30pm. 
 
Councillors queried the definition of “majority” on page 23 of the Discussion 
Document. 
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Staff advised that when the Biosecurity Act amendments go through it will 
provide Council’s with the ability to add or subtract specific pests or species 
from the Strategy. 

 
 
Cr Friar moved/Cr Livingston seconded 
 

RPC12/6.1 
 1. THAT the report “Draft Regional Pest Management Plan Discussion 

Document” (Doc #2137851 dated 23 February 2012) be received. 
2. THAT the Regional Pest Management Committee recommends to 

Council approval of the Waikato Regional Council Regional Pest 
Management Strategy Review Issues Discussion Document dated 
April 2012 (Doc # 2113953). 

The motion was put and carried (RPC12/6.1). 
 
 
SECTION A: (UNDER DELEGATION FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL) 

 
Update of Kiwifruit PSA 
Agenda Item 8 (Doc # 2138239) 

 
Biosecurity Officer (J McInnes) updated the Committee on Pseudomonas 
syringae pv. Actinidiae (PSA), a bacterial disease which has severely impacted 
kiwifruit orchards in the Bay of Plenty and has the potential to spread into 
kiwifruit orchards within the Waikato region. 
 
 
Cr Kneebone moved/Cr Livingston seconded 
 

RPC12/7.0 
 THAT the report ‘Update on Kiwifruit PSA’ (Doc #2138239) dated 23 February 

2012 be received for information. 

The motion was put and carried (RPC12/7.0). 
 
 
Koi Carp Trap Update 
Agenda Item 9 (Doc # 2142572) 

 
Biosecurity Officer (D Byers) updated the Committee on the progress of 
constructing an automated koi carp trap and removal system. 
 
 
Cr Livingston moved/Cr Friar seconded 
 

RPC12/8.0 
 THAT the report ‘Koi Carp Trap Update’ (Doc # 2142572) dated 2 March 2012 

be received for information.  

The motion was put and carried (RPC12/8.0). 

 
 

Meeting closed at 12.55pm 

 
 

* * * * * 
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Cr Burdett highlighted the following points: 
 

 A proposal from a possum control group from the Coromandel was 
deferred to the next meeting. 

 Staff were commended in respect of the Whareorino Collaborative pest 
management initiative in collaboration with the Department of 
Conservation. 

 
Arising from discussion it was commented that: 
 

 Working alongside local communities with a shared common goal is 
commendable. 

 Staff were commended for preparing the Draft Regional Pest Management 
Plan discussion document for consideration by communities prior to 
releasing the Draft. 
 

Cr Burdett continued highlighting points from the Regional Pest Management 
Committee report: 
 

 The Halo Project is a great success. 

 A meeting has been held with members of the Waikato SPCA in respect of 
the Halo Project and in particular the problems caused by the wild cat 
population. The SPCA is keen to get involved in any collaboration.  

 The Draft Regional Pest Management Plan Discussion document was 
intended to be attached to the minutes and will be distributed to 
councillors. 

 An allergy test for privet is proposed, as opposed to the current 
requirement for a doctor’s letter. 

 Koi carp eradication is still progressing. 
 

Arising from discussion it was further noted that: 

 Measures for gorse plants and thistles as contained in the minutes were 
individual comments made in respect of organic farming and pest control 
initiatives and should not be considered as Council’s general practice.  

 A comment in the media in respect of Kiwifruit PSA and the Regional 
council staff involved was incorrect and  inappropriate. 

 The group Kiwi Vine Health (KVH) has requested the Regional Council to 
include measures in its Regional Pest Management Strategy to assist in 
managing the Kiwifruit PSA issues. Kiwifruit PSA is currently a MAF 
response issue but is evolving into a management issue.  

 
 

 
Cr Burdett moved/Cr Friar seconded. 
 

WRC12/73 THAT the decisions contained in Section A of the report of the Regional 
Pest Management Committee held 13 March 2012 be noted and the 
recommendations contained in Section B be adopted.  
 

The motion was put and carried (WRC12/73 
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 Minutes – Finance and Audit Committee – 14 March 2012 

File: 03 04 03  (Agenda Item #4.6) Docs#2142043 

 
Cr Legg presented the following report to Council of the Finance and Audit 
Committee dated 14 March 2012. 
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FINANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE 
 
Report of the Finance and Audit Committee meeting of the Waikato Regional Council held in 
the Council Chambers, Environment Waikato (Waikato Regional Council) office, 401 Grey 
Street, Hamilton East at 10.00am on Wednesday 14 March 2012.  
 
 
MEMBERS: PM Legg (Chair), RM Rimmington, AI Armstrong, NW Barker,  

LB Burdett, SP Friar, J Hennebry, ST Kneebone,  
LA Livingston, PA Southgate, TM Stark  
 

STAFF Group Manager Finance (M Garrett), Programme Manager Finance 
(J Becker), Committee Administrator (DG Atkinson). 
 

APOLOGIES Cr PR Buckley (on other Council business) and LA Livingston 
(lateness) 

 
 

 Confirmation of Agenda  
 (Agenda Item 1) 

 
The Chair noted that consideration of item 5 would be deferred until 11.30 am 
to allow R Garrett of Mercer to be present. 
 
Cr Rimmington Moved/Cr Kneebone Seconded 

 
FA12/1 THAT subject to item 5 (Investment Monitoring Report December 2011 

Quarter) being delayed until 11.30am the agenda of the Finance and 
Audit Committee of 14 March 2012 be confirmed as the business for the 
meeting. 

The motion was put and carried (FA12/1) 
   
   
 Disclosures of Interest 
 (Agenda Item 2) 

 
There were no disclosures of interest. 

 
 

SECTION A: (UNDER DELEGATION FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL) 
 
 

 Rates Information as at 31 January 2012 
 File: 08 15 08 (Agenda Item 3) 

 
The purpose of the report presented by Group Manager Finance (M Garrett) 
was to provide a summary on rates activity to date for the 2011/12 financial 
year.   
Mr Garrett presented a comparison of rate arrears with the prior year noting 
that the statistics were comparable. 
 
Cr Kneebone Moved/Cr Burdett Seconded 
 

FA12/2 THAT the report “Rates Information as at 31 January 2012” (Doc #2138256 

dated 28 February 2012) be received for information. 

The motion was put and carried (FA12/2) 
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Investment Fund Performance and Cash Management Report 
to 31 January 2012 
File:08 11 51 (Agenda Item 4) 

 
The purpose of this item presented by Group Manager Finance (M Garrett) 
was to provide Council with an update on the performance of Council’s 
investment fund for the period ended 31 January 2012.  The Committee 
noted: 

 Restated Investment fund balance $74,149,000 

 New graphs included in the report for the first time defining terms of 
deposits, maturity dates, and value of deposits held. 

 A staff response that the Tui Mine project reporting process is through 
the Catchment Services Committee. 

 
Cr Barker Moved/Cr Kneebone Seconded 
  

FA12/3 THAT the report “Investment Fund Performance and Cash Management 
Report to 31 January 2012” (Doc #2134481 dated 17 February 2012) be 
received. 

 
The motion was put and carried (FA12/3) 

 
 

 

2011/12 Second Quarter Non-Financial Performance Results 
File:01 14 11A (Agenda Item 6) 

 
The purpose of this item presented by Group Manger Finance (M Garrett) was 
to review the non-financial performance results for the second quarter of the 
2010/11 financial year.  The Committee noted or discussed: 

 Currently the 2009 LTP is still being reported.  However, from July 
2012 an improved reporting framework will be in place.   

 In discussing non achievement of targets and the improved framework 
to be implemented in July, the Committee raised the merits of 
aspirational targets versus resource based targets and accountability 
back to the community.  Group Manager Finance (M Garrett) noted 
that the LTP measurement framework focused on output measures 
that were achievable based on the agreed level of service and 
resources made available. 

 
Cr Rimmington Moved/Cr Kneebone Seconded 
 

FA12/4 THAT the report “2011/12 Second Quarter Non-financial Performance 
Results” (Doc #2116892 dated 1 March 2012) be received. 

 
The motion was put and carried (FA12/4) 
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 Local Authority Shared Services (LASS) – Statement of Intent (SOI) 
 51 04 09B (Agenda Item 7) 

  
During presentation of this item by Group Manager Finance (M Garrett) the 
Committee noted the following two services are currently operating under the 
LASS umbrella; 

 Shared Valuation Database Service (SVDS) 

 Waikato Regional Transport Model (WRTM) 
The Committee further noted what is signalled by the SOI is a shift from 
facilitator to initiator of shared services. 
 
 
Cr Friar Moved/Cr Kneebone Seconded 
 

FA12/5 THAT the report “Local Authority Shared Services Draft Statement of 
Intent 2012-13” (Doc #2141904 dated 1 March 2012) be received. 
 

The motion was put and carried (FA12/5) 

 
 
Cr Friar Moved/Cr Kneebone Seconded 
 

FA12/5.1 That the Local Authority Shared Services Draft Statement of Intent for 
2012-13 be approved 

 
The motion was put and carried (FA12/5.1) 

 
 
 
Local Authority Shared Services (LASS) – Six Monthly Report to 
Shareholders to 31 December 2011 
File: 51 04 09B (Agenda Item 8) 

 
This item was presented by Group Manager Finance (M Garrett).  The 
Committee noted the Local Government Act 2002 requires Council Controlled 
Organisations to report to the shareholders twice yearly and the report 
covered the period 1 July 2011 to 31 December 2011. 
 
Cr Kneebone Moved/Cr Burdett Seconded 

 
FA12/6 THAT the report “Local Authority Shared Services - Six Monthly Report 

to Shareholders to 31 December 2011” (Doc #2141883 dated 1 March 2012) be 
received for information. 

The motion was put and carried (FA12/6) 

 
 
 
IRIS Project Report Update 
File: 51 00 32 (Agenda Item 9) 

 
The purpose of this item presented by Group Manager Corporate (J Stewart) 
was to provide the Committee with a project update.  The Committee noted 
there were two parts to the project: 

 Regional Council Collaborative Development Group (RCCDG) and  

 Waikato Regional Council Implementation Project 
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The Committee expressed satisfaction that both parts of the project were 
meeting timelines and had received favourable reviews from the AuditNZ 
quality assurance auditor. 
 
Cr Burdett Moved/Cr Barker Seconded 
 

FA12/7 THAT the report “RCCDG IRIS Project Report Update” (Doc #2133309 dated 

14 March 2012) be received for information.  
The motion was put and carried (FA12/7) 

 
 
 
Environmental Initiatives Fund (EIF) Funding Reports 
File: 01 17 97 (Agenda Item 10) 

 
The purpose of this item introduced by Natural Heritage Programme Manager 
(K Collins) was to present four reports from two recipients (Whaingaroa 
Environment Centre and Kerry Borkin) of funding from the Environmental 
Initiatives Fund.   

  
 

Cr Rimmington Moved/Cr Southgate Seconded 
 

FA12/8 THAT the report “Environmental Initiatives Fund Funding Reports’’ (Doc 

#2119249 dated 20 January 2012) be received.  

 
The motion was put and carried (FA12/8) 

 
 

SECTION B: (FOR RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL) 
 
 

Contract Approval Delegation 
File:08 01 11 (Agenda Item 11) 

 
The purpose of item presented by Group Manager Finance (M Garrett) was to 
present the current delegations in place for approval of contracts with 
recommendations for change.  The report had been prepared in response to 
the November 2011 Finance and Audit Committee meeting asking staff to 
report back on the delegation of contract approvals.  The question was raised 
in the context of Council’s significance policy and whether certain contracts 
should be approved by full Council. 
During the presentation and subsequent questions and answers the 
Committee noted: 

 The recommendations within the report are effectively introducing a 
further tier in the governance and authorisation process for large 
contract payments by requiring Finance and Audit Committee 
approval. 

 In response to a question staff advised the splitting of contract 
payments to bring them within delegation limits is a breach of policy 

  
  



Report of Council Meeting  29 March 2012        45 
 
Report of the Finance and Audit Committee 14 March 2012 – page 5 

 
Cr Friar Moved/Cr Kneebone Seconded 
 

FA12/9 1. THAT the report “Contract Approval Delegation” (Doc #2140894 dated 29 

February 2012) be received; and 
 

2. Recommended That: 
i) The Contracts Subcommittee delegation be limited to multi-year 

contracts where the average annual spend is less than $2.5m pa, 
or where the contract value exceeds the long term plan budget 
provision by less than $500,000 pa or $2.5m in total; 

 
ii) A quarterly report on contracts awarded by the Tenders Board 

be submitted to the Finance and Audit Committee for 
information only. 

The motion was put and carried (FA12/9) 

 
 

SECTION A:   (UNDER DELEGATION FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL) 

 
Cr L Livingston in meeting at 11.31 am 

 
 
Investment Monitoring Report December 2011 Quarter 
File:08 11 55M (Agenda Item 5) 

 
The purpose of this item presented by R Garrett of Mercer in conjunction with 
D Briggs and C Stent of Harbour Asset Management was to provide an 
update on the quarterly investment monitoring report.  The focus of the 
presentation by Harbour Asset Management was to provide the Committee 
with an overview of the Trans –Tasman equity fund performance. 

During the presentation Council noted: 

 Over the previous quarter ending 31 December 2011, the fund 
returned 2% in line with its benchmark. 

 The return over the last 12 months is a modest 3.8%, dragged down 
by losses in equity markets. 

 The rate of return for the internal loan has been substantially lower 
than Fixed Interest market returns over the last 12 months. 

 Longer term returns for the Fund are quite pleasing. 

 Although comprising less than 20% of the portfolio, global equities 
contributed more than half the returns for the quarter. 

 

Cr Kneebone Moved/Cr Burdett Seconded 
 

FA12/10 THAT the report “Investment Monitoring Report December 2011 
Quarter” (Doc #2141982 dated 1 March 2012) be received. 

The motion was put and carried (FA12/10) 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12.27pm 
Meeting resumed at 1.15pm 
 
 

SECTION B: (FOR RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL) 
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The Home of Cycling Charitable Trust (HOC) Update 
File: 21 20 11C (Agenda Item 12) 

 
The purpose of this item introduced by Group Manager Finance (M Garrett) 
and presented by G Balme, (HOC Chief Executive) was to provide an update 
on progress towards meeting the conditions that need to be met to secure the 
$6M Waikato Regional Council funding and seek Council confirmation that the 
changes to the Trust Deed (pages 150 and 151) satisfy the requirements of 
the Funding Deed.  The Committee noted: 

 Changes to the Trust Deed have been made to accommodate the 
requirements of Waikato Regional Council and the Charities 
Commission.  The changes have been reviewed by Tomkins Wake 
who have confirmed (Doc #2142596) the revised Trust Deed 
incorporates the changes required by WRC to meet the conditions of 
the Funding Deed. 

 At this stage, staff have not reviewed the supporting material provided 
by the Trust.  This will be done and reported to the May Finance and 
Audit Committee meeting. 

In addition to the matters relating to the Trust Deed G Balme also provided an 
update in the following areas of the project: 

 Design 

 Construction Contract 

 Funding 

 Timing 
 
 

Cr Friar Moved/Cr Kneebone Seconded 

 
FA12/11 1. THAT the report “The Home of Cycling Charitable Trust Update” (Doc 

#2142454 dated 2 March 2012) be received; and 
 

2. Recommended That: 
The Council confirm the changes made to the Deed of the Trust for 
the Home of Cycling Charitable Trust are acceptable and satisfy the 
requirements for the Funding Deed between Waikato Regional 
Council and the Trust. 
 

The motion was put and carried by seven votes to four 
(FA12/11) 

 
Councillors Armstrong Hennebry Rimmington and Stark recorded their votes 
against the resolution 
 
 
The Chair advised agenda items 18 (Mercer Quarterly Report) 19 (Investment 
Fund – Appointment of NZ Bond (Fixed Interest) Manager would be brought 
forward to assist the presenter’s travel arrangements and the other two Public 
Excluded items. (Agenda item 16 Non-Rates Debtors) and (Agenda item 17 Non-
Rates Debtors – Write Offs) would be considered immediately subsequent to that. 
 
 

SECTION A:   (UNDER DELEGATION FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL) 
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FA12/12 Resolutions to Exclude the Public 
 
Cr Rimmington Moved/Cr Friar Seconded 

 
THAT in accordance with the provisions of Standing Orders NZS 
9202:2003 Incorporating Amendment No 1, Appendix A&B (p40/42) and 
Section 48 of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings 
Act 1987, the public be excluded from the following part/s of the 
meeting: 
The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is 
excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each 
matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing 
of this resolution are as follows: 
 

Item 
No. 

Item Name and general 
subject of each matter to 
be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under 
Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this 
resolution 

16 Non-Rates Debtors Good reason(s) to 
withhold exist(s) under 
Section 7 

Section 48 (1) (a) 

17 Non-Rates Debtors – Write 
Offs 

Good reason(s) to 
withhold exist(s) under 
Section 7 

Section 48 (1) (a) 

18 Mercer quarterly report – 
manager research 

Good reason(s) to 
withhold exist(s) under 
Section 7 

Section 48 (1) (a) 

19 Investment Fund – 
Appointment of NZ Bond 
Manager 

Good reason(s) to 
withhold exist(s) under 
Section 7 

Section 48 (1) (a) 

  
This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1)(a) of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests 
protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act which would be prejudiced by the 
holding of the whole or relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting in public are 
as follows: 

Item No Reason/s for withholding official information Section/s 

16,17, 18, 19 Prejudice commercial position S7 (b) (ii) 

16, 17 Protection of privacy of natural persons S 7 (a) 

 
The motion was put and carried (FA12/12) 

 
Return to Open Meeting at 2.55pm 
 

 
Cr Friar Moved/Cr Barker Seconded 
 

FA12/18   THAT the Finance and Audit Committee of 14 March 2012 report in Open 
Meeting the following business conducted in the Public Excluded part of 
the meeting. 

 
  Agenda Item 17 (Non – Rates Debtors Write Offs) 
  The Committee approved the writing off of non-rates debt totalling $2089.81 
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Agenda Item 19 (Investment Fund – Appointment of NZ Bond (Fixed 
Interest) Manager) 

 
 The Committee recommended to Council that AMP Capital Investors be 
appointed as Councils New Zealand Bond (Fixed Interest) Fund Manager 
 

The motion was put and carried (FA12/18) 

 

 

SECTION A:   (UNDER DELEGATION FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCIL) 

 

2012-22 Draft Long Term Plan Update 
File:01 12 12A (Agenda Item 13) 

 
The purpose of this item presented by Group Manager Finance (M Garrett) 
was to summarise the changes that have been made to the 2012-22 Draft 
Long Term Plan (LTP) and 2012-22 Draft LTP Summary (Your Waikato) 
following the Council meeting of 23 February 2012, subsequent Council 
feedback and Audit feedback.  It was noted any further changes agreed at the 
current meeting would be included in the two documents which are scheduled 
for adoption at the Council meeting of 21 March 2012.  The following matters 
were discussed/noted by Council. 

 The wording in the Protecting Lake Taupo story had been amended to 
note the application to the Freshwater Clean Up fund had been 
unsuccessful. 

 There was discussion as to the whether the phrase of “Land and 
Water” should be changed to “Soil and Water”.  An informal show of 
hands supported no change by seven to four. 

 In the area of Passenger Transport there needs to be consistency 
between the documents and clear definition that the biggest constraint 
on services is the cap on funding by NZTA. 

 It was agreed that there should be clarity on page 12 of Your Waikato 
that the Regional contribution to Whangamata mangrove management 
applies to all harbours. 

 In the “Protecting Lake Taupo” commentary on page 14, in the first 
paragraph there are two issues.  One is the outcome of the review and 
the other is the reduction target.  These need to be separated. 

 There needs to be a consistency in the commentary on new office 
accommodation (page 14). 

 
Cr Livingston Moved/Cr Friar Seconded 
 

FA12/19 1. THAT the report “2012-22 Draft Long Term Plan Update” (Doc #2145403 

dated 7 March 2012) be received; and 
2. The Committee approves the changes noted in the report, subject to 

any further changes required by the Office of the Auditor General, 
Audit NZ and other minor grammatical, formatting and wording 
changes. 

3. The changes agreed at this meeting to Your Waikato and the Draft 
LTP be approved and implemented. 

The motion was put and carried (FA12/19) 
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Report of the Finance and Audit Committee 14 March 2012 – page 9 
 

SECTION B: (FOR RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL) 
January 2012 Financial Performance and Financial Forecast 
File: 08 00 00 (Agenda Item 14) 

 
This item presented by Programme Manager Finance (J Becker) provided an 
overview of financial performance to January 2012 and summarised the 
outcome of the second financial forecast.  The Committee was requested to 
recommend budget changes as detailed in the report totalling $778,000.   
 
Cr Barker Moved/Cr Burdett Seconded 
 

FA12/20 1. THAT the report “January 2012 Financial Performance and Financial 
Forecast” (Doc #2140862 dated 6 March 2012) be received; and 

2. Recommended That Council approve forecast budget amendments 
totalling $778,000 as set out in the report. 

 
The motion was put and carried (FA12/20) 

 
Meeting closed at 3.35 

 
* * * * * 

 
Return to report of Council meeting 29 March 2012 
Report of the Finance and Audit Committee 14 March 2012 

 
Cr Legg highlighted the following points: 
 

 The Investment Fund is up to $74 million again. 

 IRIS is on track. 

 Changes were made to the Deed of Trust for the Home of Cycling 
Charitable Trust. 

 
Arising from discussion it was noted that: 

 A review of the supporting material provided by the Trust is underway and 
no issues have been identified at this stage. A full report will be presented 
at the May Finance and Audit Committee meeting. 

 The minutes of the discussion with the Home of Cycling Chief Executive, 
G Balme, were considered by some councillors to be scant. 

 Other opinions were that the minutes were adequate and no cause for 
concern. 

 
A point of order was raised by Cr Hennebry that comments by Cr Friar on the 
progress made by the Home of Cycling Trust were repititious. This was 
disallowed by the Chairman.      

  
 

Cr Legg moved/Cr Friar seconded. 
 

WRC12/74 THAT the decisions contained in Section A of the report of the Finance 
and Audit Committee held 14 March 2012 be noted and the 
recommendations contained in Section B (except for Item 12 ‘The Home 
of Cycling Charitable Trust (HOC) update’ (FA12/11) be adopted. 
 

The motion was put and carried (WRC12/74) 
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The Section B item The Home of Cycling Charitable Trust (HOC) update (FA12/11) was 
considered separately.  
 
 

Cr Legg Moved/Cr Friar Seconded 

 
WRC12/74.1 THAT the report “The Home of Cycling Charitable Trust Update” (Doc 

#2142454 dated 2 March 2012) be received; and 
 
RESOLVED That: 
The Council confirm the changes made to the Deed of the Trust for 
the Home of Cycling Charitable Trust are acceptable and satisfy the 
requirements for the Funding Deed between Waikato Regional 
Council and the Trust. 
 

The motion was put and carried by seven votes to three 
(WRC12/74.1) 

 
Councillors Armstrong Hennebry and Stark recorded their votes against the 
resolution 
 

 
 
 Minutes – Policy and Strategy Committee – 29 March 2012 

File:  03 04 15  (Agenda Item #4.7) Docs# 2159165 

 
Cr Southgate presented the following report to Council of the Policy and 
Strategy Committee dated 29 March 2012. 
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POLICY AND STRATEGY COMMITTEE 
 

Report of the Policy and Strategy Committee of the Waikato Regional Council held in the 
Council Chambers, Waikato Regional Council office, 401 Grey Street, Hamilton East at 
12.50pm on Thursday, 29 March 2012. 
 
 
MEMBERS: Cr PA Southgate (Chair), Cr AI Armstrong, Cr NW Barker, 

Cr PR Buckley, Cr LB Burdett, Cr SP Friar, Cr J Hennebry, 
Cr ST Kneebone, Cr PM Legg, Cr LA Livingston, Cr TM Stark. 
 

STAFF: Policy and Transport (VRJ Payne), Committee Administrator 
(M Ahipene) 
 

APOLOGIES: 
 

Cr RM Rimmington (leave of absence) 

Accepted 
 
 
 

Confirmation of Agenda 
(Agenda Item 1) 

 
Cr Burdett moved/Cr Buckley seconded 
 

PC12/12 THAT with the addition of the tabled Land and Water Quality minutes of 
29 March 2012, the agenda of the Policy and Strategy Committee of 
29 March 2012 as circulated be confirmed as the business for the meeting. 
 

The motion was put and carried (PC12/12) 

 
 
Disclosures of Interest 
(Agenda Item 2) 

 
There were no disclosures of interest noted. 
 
 

SECTION B:  (FOR RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL) 
 
Land and Water Quality Subcommittee 
File: (Agenda Item) Doc: 

 
The Committee considered the recommendations arising from the Land and 
Water Quality Subcommittee meetings held on: 

 23 February 2012, and 

 29 March 2012 (tabled), 
and decided that two minor alterations to one of the recommendations 
(L&W12/3.0) were necessary in recognition that Waikato and Waipa river iwi 
technical staff had not yet had detailed input into the draft stakeholder 
management plan for the Waikato Regional Plan Change for Waikato River 
Catchment. 
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Report of the Policy and Strategy Committee 29 March 2012 – page 2 

Cr Buckley moved/Cr Barker seconded 

PC12/13 RESOLVED 
THAT the reports of the Land and Water Quality Subcommittee meeting 
held on 23 February 2012 (Doc: 2137484) and 29 March 2012 (Doc: 2155578) be 
received. 

RECOMMENDED 
THAT the following recommendations be adopted: 

Draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan for the Waikato Regional Plan Change – 
Waikato River Catchment 
1. That the draft stakeholder engagement plan for the Waikato Regional 

Plan Change for Waikato River Catchment, contained in this report, is 
used as the basis for stakeholder engagement activities connected with 
the plan change; and 

2. That the Council endorse the development of a process between WRC 
and Ngati Tuwharetoa, Raukawa, Te Arawa River Iwi Trust, Maniapoto 
and Waikato-Tainui that is in accordance with legislation, any relevant 
Joint Management Agreements in development, and if necessary, adds 
further detail to how co-management will be carried out throughout the 
policy development process for a plan change for the Waikato River 
Catchment.  

The motion was put and carried (PC12/13) 

 
Cr Barker moved/Cr Livingston seconded 

PC12/13.1 RESOLVED 
THAT the reports of the Land and Water Quality Subcommittee meeting 
held on 23 February 2012 (Doc: 2137484) and 29 March 2012 (Doc: 2155578) be 
received. 

RECOMMENDED 
THAT the following recommendations be adopted: 

Iwi Feedback on the potential for a Plan Change to the Waikato Regional Plan 
for the Waikato River Catchment 

1. THAT the positive outcome of recent discussions between Waikato 
Regional Council and Waikato and Waipa River iwi have confirmed that, 
in principle, a regional plan change is necessary to improve the water 
quality of the Waikato and Waipa Rivers; and 

2. THAT Council undertake a process, in partnership with Waikato and 
Waipa River Iwi, to understand and develop co-governance and co-
management arrangements to underpin the regional plan change for the 
Waikato River catchment. 

Catchments to be actioned in stages two and three of water quality plan 
changes 
1. THAT the Waihou-Piako and Coromandel catchment areas be actioned in 

stage two and the West Coast catchment area be actioned in stage three 
of the staged plan change approach to water quality on the basis of the 
legislative direction and alignment with other work; and 

2. THAT the order and composition of stages two and three be reviewed if 
the Subcommittee considers there is sufficient further information 
available in future to justify directing staff to undertake further analysis. 

  
The motion was put and carried (PC12/13.1) 

Meeting closed 1pm. 
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* * * * * 
 

Return to report of Council meeting 29 March 2012 
Report of the Policy and Strategy Committee 29 March 2012 

 
Cr Southgate noted that the Committee had met primarily to endorse the 

 recommendations from the Land and Water Quality Subcommittee of the 
 same day. 

 
Cr Southgate moved/Cr Burdett seconded. 
 

WRC12/75 THAT the decisions contained in Section A of the report of the Policy 
and Strategy Committee held 29 March 2012 be noted and the 
recommendations contained in Section B be adopted.  
 

The motion was put and carried (WRC12/75) 
 

 
External Committee reports 
 

 Cr Stark had attended a meeting of the Rotokauri Management 
Committee which had mostly been concerned with operational matters. 

 Cr Hennebry had attended two routine meetings of the Animal Ethics 
Committee at Ruakura. The information considered at the meetings is 
confidential because of commercial sensitivity and so cannot be reported 
on in an open forum. Arising from discussion it was agreed that councillors 
would be interested to visit the facility. Cr Hennebry will facilitate.  

 Cr Armstrong had enjoyed an evening at the Farm Environment Awards, 
and noted the amount of young participants. 

 Cr Southgate stated she would report back on the Future Proof meetings 
at the next Council meeting.  

 Cr Buckley had attended a meeting of the Hauraki Gulf forum where a 
public forum had been held. A request had been made for support of a 
proposal to put Defence force land back to public use, but this had been 
refused. A Waikato Regional council report had been presented updating 
work on the Spatial Plan. 

 
 

 
  Hearing Committee Reports in terms of the Resource Management Act 

1991 
File: 03 20 00  

 
 River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood 
 protection scheme 

File: 61 45 69A (Agenda Item #5.1) Docs#2138281 

 
Cr Kneebone moved/Cr Livingston seconded. 
 

WRC12/76 THAT the Commissioner’s decision report in respect of the resource 
consent applications by River and Catchment Services to undertake silt 
removal and erosion control structures as part of implementing and 
operating the lower Piako and Maukoro Protection scheme be noted.  
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 2 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 3 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 4 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 5 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 6 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 7 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 8 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 9 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 10 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 11 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 12 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 13 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 14 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 15 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 16 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 17 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 18 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 19 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 20 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 21 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 22 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 23 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 24 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 25 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 26 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 27 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 28 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 29 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 30 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 31 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 32 
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Decision report River and Catchment Services Lower Piako and Maukoro Canal Flood protection scheme – pg 33 

 
 

 
* * * * * 

 
The motion was put and carried (WRC12/76) 
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 Solid Energy New Zealand Ltd 
File:61 52 71A  (Agenda Item #5.2) Docs#2137171 

 
Cr Kneebone moved/Cr Livingston seconded. 
 

WRC12/77 THAT the Commissioner’s decision report in respect of the resource 
consent applications by Solid Energy NZ Ltd to take groundwater from 
the Tauranga group aquifer and discharge water adjacent to Balemi 
Road, Ohinewai, be noted. 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 2 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 3 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 4 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 5 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 6 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 7 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 8 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 9 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 10 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 11 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 12 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 13 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 14 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 15 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 16 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 17 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 18 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 19 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 20 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 21 
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Decision report Solid Energy NZ Ltd – page 22 
 

 
 

* * * * * 
 

The motion was put and carried (WRC12/77) 
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 Ordinary Business 

File: 02 30 00 (Agenda Item #6) 

 
 

 Variation No 6 – Water Allocation - OPERATIVE 
File:23 12 02  (Agenda Item #6.1) Docs#2141487 
 

Programme Manager Policy Legal Processes and Support, N Rye, presented 
 the report which was to make operative Variation no 6 – Water Allocation – to 
 the proposed Waikato Regional Plan. It was noted that a media release is 
 planned and an implementation plan is underway.  

 
Cr Legg moved/Cr Kneebone seconded. 
 

WRC12/78 
1. THAT the report “Variation No. 6 – Water Allocation - 

OPERATIVE” (Doc # 2141487 dated 15 March 2012) be received; and 

2. THAT in accordance with Clause 16(2) of Schedule 1 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991, Council confirms the 
amendments to Variation No. 6 to correct minor errors as set out 
in Appendix One to this report; and 

3. THAT pursuant to clause 17 of the First Schedule of the 
Resource Management Act 1991, Council approve Waikato 
Regional Plan: Variation No. 6 – Water Allocation and effect its 
resolution by affixing the seal of the Waikato Regional Council; 
and 

4. THAT Council direct staff to make the Variation operative in 
accordance with clause 20 of the First Schedule of the Resource 
Management Act 1991; and 

5. THAT, in accordance with clause 20A of the Schedule 1 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991, Council amends the Activity 
Guide in the Operative Waikato Regional Plan to reference the 
provisions contained in Variation No.6. 

 
The motion was put and carried (WRC12/78) 

 
 The Chief Executive and the Chairman signed off the Variation under the 
 Waikato Regional Council’s common seal. 
 
 
 ‘Better Local Government’ – summary of reform programme 

File:20 00 02 (Agenda Item #6.2) Docs#2153344 

 
 
 The Group Manager Policy and Transport, V Payne, presented the report 
 summarising the reform programme for local government announced on 20 
 March 2012. 
 
 Arising from discussion it was noted that: 
 

 The proposals for determining ward boundaries do not apply to Regional 
Councils, which have constituencies and for which no change has been 
proposed. 

 The Department of Internal Affairs paper on unitary models referred to in 
the report is to be circulated to councillors. 
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 The use of population based figures as a measure to determine 
constituencies versus communities of interest and the consequence of 
possible imbalance was noted. 

 Regional government is different from territorial authority local 
government and this needs to be emphasised to central government. 

 The average rate increases over 10 years as set out in the summary 
have been analysed by the Finance team and found be to be accurate 
when all factors were taken into consideration, such as increases in 
passenger transport, investments in catchment management schemes, 
and targeted rates. 

 The suggestion of rate capping has been raised and it is imperative that 
central government understands the rating systems used by regional 
councils. 

 A suggestion was put that the RMA needs to be reformed alongside the 
local government reforms.  

 An issue was raised in respect of councils borrowing against assets 
which in real terms could not be sold. 
 

 
 

Cr Barker moved/Cr Burdett seconded. 
 

WRC12/79 1. THAT the report ‘Better Local Government’ – summary of reform 
programme (doc#2153344 dated 20 March 2012) be received, and 

2. THAT the Chairman and Chief Executive encourage the new 
Waikato Regional Governance Forum to develop a collective 
council approach that is in the best interests of the Waikato 
region in respect of the reform programme for local government.  

 
 

The motion was put and carried (WRC12/79) 

 
 

 New Regional Governance Forum and MOU 
File:20 00 02 (Agenda Item #6.3) Docs#2153603 

 
 
Principal Policy Advisor, U Trebilco, presented the report detailing the new 

 regional governance forum of local authorities in the Waikato region and of the 
 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the forum. 

 
 
Cr Barker moved/Cr Kneebone seconded. 
 

WRC12/80 1. THAT the report ‘New Regional Governance Forum and MOU’ 
(Doc#2153603 dated 20 March 2012) be received, and 

2. THAT the draft Memorandum of Understanding on Local 
Government Strategic Collaboration in the Waikato Region (MOU) 
(attached in the report doc#2153603) be received and approved, 
and 

3. THAT the Chairman be authorised to sign the MOU on behalf of 
the Waikato Regional Council including authority to agree to 
minor and necessary amendments, e.g. ability to add alternates.  

 
The motion was put and carried (WRC12/80) 
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 Notice of Motion – Rates Control Team 

 (Agenda Item #6.4) 

 
Cr Hennebry moved/Cr Stark seconded. 
 

 THAT the notice of motion from the Rates Control Team dated 22 March 
2012 be received. 

 
 

 Cr Friar moved/Cr Kneebone seconded a procedural motion 
 

WRC12/81 THAT in accordance with Standing Orders 3.12.1 (b)  the issues would 
  be more appropriately discussed at a Code of Conduct workshop 
 scheduled to be held on 7 June 2012. 

 
The motion was put and carried 7-3 (WRC12/81) 

 Crs Hennebry, Armstrong and Stark voted against 
 
 
 The Chief Executive was requested to prepare a report to be presented at the 
 workshop. 
 
 

 
 Report of Routine Documents Executed Under Seal 

(Agenda Item #6.5) 

 
Cr Legg moved/Cr Kneebone seconded. 
 

WRC12/82 THAT the following routine documents executed under the Common 
Seal for the period 21 February 2012 to 21 March 2012 be reported for 
information:  
 
Drainage easement in gross of right of way on that area marked ‘B’ on Lot 1 
DP 429431 CT 515208 at SH 27, Morrinsville, between Hartlands Farm Ltd 
(grantor) and WRC (grantee).  (WRC 1766). 

 

Drainage easement in gross of right to drain water over that land at 58 
Brinkworth road, Tamahere marked as B & C on Lot 1 DP 437106 CT 
537628, D & H on Lot 2 CT537629, E, F and G on Lot 3 CT 537630 between 
Gray Clayton and Raewyn Margaret Clayton (grantor) and WRC (Grantee) 
(WRC 1767). 
 

Partial release of drainage easement at 41 Fencourt Road, Cambridge 
created by Transfer S299063 affecting part allotment 353 parish of Hautapu 
CTSA11B/567 Lot 2 DP SA12512 between Waikato Hunt Inc and WRC (WRC 

1768). 
 

Easement to grant right of way over that land marked ‘A’ on Section 1 
SO406927 (443560), ‘C’ on Section 1 SO 57333 (417813), ‘D’, ‘E’, ‘F’, ‘G’ on 
Section 2 SO 406927 (443560), and ‘H; SA34A/484 Lots 1 and 2 LT Plan 
442320 (551677) to allow the Hauraki Rail Trail/Cycle way to be formalised, 
between HM the Queen through the Minister of Conservation and WRC 
(grantor) and Eric Pierre Souchon, Amanda Souchon and Bernard Pierre 
Lamusse (grantee). (WRC 1769). 

 

Public corporate client authority and instruction for an electronic transaction 
between Tompkins Wake and Waikato Regional Council for the sale of 
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council land at 12 Waiomu Valley Road, Waiomu. (WRC 1770). 

 

Drainage easement in gross of right to drain water over that land shown on ‘I’, 
‘J’, K’, ‘L, DP 395404 Lot 2 CT 381099 at 868 SH26, Tauwhare between 
Colin Neil McFarlane, Cheryl Dorothy McFarlane (grantor) and Waikato 
Regional Council (Grantee) (WRC 1771). 

 

Drainage easement in gross of right to drain water over that land shown as ‘A’ 
on Lot 2 DP 422259 and ‘B’ on Lot 1 DP 422259 CT485498 at Brinkworth 
Road, Matangi between Mary Louise Bourke (grantor) and WRC (grantee) 
(WRC 1772). 
 

The motion was put and carried (WRC12/82) 
 

 
 

 Resolutions to Exclude the Public 
(Agenda Item #7.1) 

 
Cr Burdett moved/Cr Kneebone seconded. 
 

WRC12/83  THAT in accordance with the provisions of Standing Orders NZS 
9202:2003 Incorporating Amendment No 1,  Appendix A&B (p40/42) 
and Section 48 of the Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, the public be excluded from the following part/s of 
the meeting: 

 
The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public 
is excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each 
matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the 
passing of this resolution are as follows:  

 
Item 
No. 

Item Name and general 
subject of each matter to 
be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under 
Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this 
resolution 

8.1 Council Minutes – 23 
February 2012 

Good reason(s) to withhold 
exist(s) under Section 7 

Section 48 (1) (a) 

8.2 Finance and Audit 
Committee Minutes – 14 
March 2012 

Good reason(s) to withhold 
exist(s) under Section 7 

Section 48 (1) (a) 

8.3 Joint Management 
Agreement – WRC and 
Waikato-Tainui 

Good reason(s) to withhold 
exist(s) under Section 7 

Section 48 (1) (a) 

  
This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1)(a) of the 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 
and the particular interest or interests protected by Section 6 or 
Section 7 of that Act which would be prejudiced by the holding 
of the whole or relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting 
in public are as follows:  

 
Item No Reason/s for withholding official information Section/s 

8.2 Protection of privacy of natural persons S7 (a) 

8.1, 8.2 Prejudice commercial position S7 (b) (ii) 

8.1, 8.3 Conduct of negotiations S7 (i) 
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8.1 Commercial activities S7 (h) 

 
 
 

The motion was put and carried (WRC12/83) 

 

 
 
Return to Open Meeting 2.50 pm 

 
 
 
Meeting closed 2.51 pm 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Chairman 
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